Kinder Torah.
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Parashas Vizos Habracha

Remember Our
Closeness

I have an important message for the
King.”

The guard at the gate scrutinizes the mes-
senger. After checking his credentials, he
allows him to enter.

“Go up (yaaleh) that road to the King’s
palace. Then present yourself to the next
guard.”

The messenger follows instructions.
“I have an important message for the King.”

The messenger passes this guard’s inspec-
tion, also.

“You may come (vi’yavo) into the King’s
courtyard.”

At the courtyard he is met by another
guard, who allows him to reach (vi’yagia)
the King’s inner chamber. The big moment
is at hand. The King looks up and sees him
(vi'yeraeh). The messenger’s heart skips a
beat. Would the King look upon his mes-
sage with favor (vi'yeratzeh)? He opens
up his letter and reads it to the King. The
King listens (vi'yishma) and takes his
words to heart (vi'yipoked). What does
the letter say?
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Our Dearest and Most Beloved King.

Please remember (vi’yizocher) the close
relationship (zichronenu) that we once
had, and how Your Majesty looked fa-
vorably upon us (upikdonenu). Please
recollect the bris you made with our fore-
fathers (vi’zichron avoseinu). Please recall
Your Highness’ promise to send the re-
deemer (vi’zichron Moshiach ben Dovid
avdecha). Remember Your Holy City of
Jerusalem (vi’zichron Yerushalayim Ir Kod-
shecha). And may the
recollection of the entire
nation of Israel (vi’zichron kol
amcha beis Yisrael) come
before You (lifanecha) for a
salvation (lifleita), for good
things (litova), to find favor in
Your eyes (lichen). Be kind to
us (u’lichessed), and have
mercy upon us
(u’lirachamim), and grant us
long life (u’lichaim), and
peace (u’lishalom) on this
holy day.”

The King is moved by this
emotional plea. The
messenger continues.

“Remember us Your Majesty

(Zochreinu Hashem Elokeinu) on this day
for good (bo litova). Look favorably
upon us with a multitude of blessings and
success (u’pokdeinu bo li'vracha), and
redeem us for life (vi’nosheinu bo
I’chaim). And by way of Your Majesty’s

promise to save and have mercy upon us
(u’vidvar yeshua vi’rachamim) have pity
on us because You created us (chus). Fa-
vor us (vi'chaneinu), be merciful
(vi’rachem oleinu) and deliver us. For our
eyes look to You (ki Alecha eineinu), for
You are our Mighty King (ki Kel Melech)
Who gives freely even to those who are
undeserving (Chanun Vi’rachum Atta).*

The messenger concludes his heartfelt
plea. The King is moved by his sincerity.
He recalls the close relationship that He
once had with His subjects. He reviews
their many merits. And so, He has mercy
upon them.

Klnderlach

; : Do you recogmze this message? It is the
t prayer, “Yaaleh Vi’Yavo™ that we recited
: today as well as every Yom Tov, Chol

i HaMoed , and Rosh Chodesh. Hashem is

i the King, and we are each messengers,
brmgmg this important request to His at-

: tention. It is an emotional plea to
Hashem asking Him to bless us with all of

! the good things. We have many merits, as }

i well as His promises, and we ask Him to

5 recall them all on this day. In the zechus of

i this, we pray for our well being and the
flnal redemption. Moedim are our ap-
i pointments with Hashem. We have pri-

i vate time to be close to Him. Say this
5 prayer with a renewed kavannah (concen- :

i tration), kinderlach. May Hashem grant
all of your wishes!

"ThlS explanation is based on the sefer
Avodas HaTefillah.

Ashrecha Yisrael!
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Chaim, your face is glowing!”

“Avi, | have been dancing so much during
these first three hakafos, that my heart is
pumping a lot of blood to my
face, making it look bright.”
“That may be true, but | was
referring to a spiritual glow.
You look so happy, inside
and out. We can practically
see the Shechina (Divine
Presence) on your face.”
“Wow! | never realized that.
Avi, you are correct in your
observation that | am very
happy today. Simchas Torah
is a day of intense
happiness.”

“Chaim, can you please
explain why? | would like to
be as happy as you are.”
“Look at this verse that we
will read from the Torah today. ‘Fortunate
are you lsrael! Who is like you? A people
delivered by Hashem’ (Devarim 33:29).
This verse follows all of the blessings that
Moshe Rabbeinu gave the Jewish people
before he died. These blessings were very

detailed in describing the qualities of Klal
Yisrael. Rashi explains that after he finished
the detailed blessings, Moshe gave them a
general blessing, ‘Everything is yours!'’”
“Everything, Chaim?”

“Yes, everything Avi.”

“What was Moshe Rabbeinu referring to?”
“Rav Yehuda Leib Chasman has a fascinat-
ing explanation. He begins with the prayer
that we said today. ‘You chose us from
among all the nations, You loved us, and
You took pleasure in us. You exalted us
above all tongues, and You sanctified us
with your mitzvos. Our King, you brought
us to Your service, and Your Great and
Holy Name, You have pronounced upon
us.” (from the Amida for Yom Tov).”

“l always wondered about that prayer,
Chaim. It sounds like we are bragging about
our status, and putting down the other na-
tions. Aren’t we supposed to be humble?”
“Excellent, Avi. Rav Chasman makes the
same point. The answer goes back to the
very beginning of creation, parashas
Bereshis. Our sages darshen the word,
‘bereshis’ to mean: for the sake of Klal
Yisrael, who are called ‘reishis’ (the lead-
ing nation), the world was created.”
“That still sounds self serving.”

“Yes, until you look into the reason why
we were created. Hashem wants one
nation to reveal the glory of His Kingship
in this world. One nation will serve Him.
One nation will honor Him. One nation
will glow with the beauty of His
Shechina. Through one nation, the world
will be able to sense His Presence.”
“What a privilege!”

“Indeed! That is the source of our happi-
ness, this Yom Tov, and every Yom Tov.
You, Hashem, chose us to be Your spe-
cial nation. This is what we proclaim in
the tefillos (prayers) of the day. This is
what the verse is referring to, ‘Fortunate
are you lsrael! Who is like you? A people
delivered by Hashem’. ‘Everything is
yours!" Because you know and place all of
your faith in Hashem. Not for your own
good, rather for His Honor.”

“That is exhilarating, Chaim. Now | see
why you are so happy.”

“Come, Avi. Let’s dance and be happy
together.”

“Ashreinu! Mah tov chelkeinu! (How for-
tunate we are! How good our portion!)”

: Kinderlach . . .

: Simchas Torah is a day of intense happi-

i ness. Imagine a lowly poor person who

t lives on the verge of starvation. One day
i he inherits a great fortune. Can we com-

i prehend his elation when he hears the

i news? Just knowing of his wealth makes

i him happy. Today we proclaim our great
: fortune. We are privileged to serve :
: Hashem! We carry His Glory in this world! :
: This news makes us ecstatic. Be happy on
i Simchas Torah, kinderlach, knowing that
i you are privileged to carry the banner of
:, The Almighty. Ashrecha Yisrael!
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