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Eretz Yisrael

(14
You will inherit the Land and you will

settle in it, because | have given the Land
to you to inherit” (Bamidbar 33:53). Rav
Shmuel Hominer, in his sefer Eved
HaMelech, cites this verse as the source for
the mitzvah to live in Eretz Yisrael — the
Land of Israel. There is a famous dispute
between the Rambam and the Ramban
whether this mitzvah remains a D’oraysa
(Torah) mitzvah in our days, or whether it
has the status of D’rabannan (Rabbinic
mitzvah). All agree, however, that the
mitzvah remains in force even today.

How precious is this Land to Hashem!

The Medrash Rabba relates that The Al-
mighty said to Moshe Rabbeinu that Eretz
Yisrael is dearer to Him than any other
place. It is a land flowing with milk and
honey, eretz tzvi (a cherished land). Simi-
larly, Klal Yisrael is dearer to Him than
any other nation. Therefore, He will
bring Klal Yisrael in to Eretz Yisrael, as it is
written, “This is the land that you will
inherit” (Bamidbar 34:2).

How great was the love of our ances-

tors for this Land! The Rambam (Mela-
chim 5:10) recounts that our great sages
would kiss the stones of Eretz Yisrael and
roll in its soil. The Medrash Rabba
(parashas Voeschanan) — explains that
Yosef’s bones were buried in Eretz Yisrael,
while Moshe Rabbeinu did not merit this.
Why? Yosef thanked Hashem for Eretz
Yisrael. When he was asked his identity
after being sold as a slave he said, “l was
kidnapped from the land of the He-
brews” (Bereshis 40:15). He identified
himself with Eretz Yisrael, therefore he
was buried there, as the verse states,
“Moshe took the bones of Yosef with
him” (Shemos 13:19).
Moshe Rabbeinu, on
the other hand, did
not express the same
identification with
The Holy Land. When
the daughters of Yisro
told their father about
Moshe Rabbeinu, they said, “A
Mitzri saved us from the
shepherds” (Shemos 2:19).
Moshe heard and was silent. He
did not object to being called a
Mitzri. Therefore, he did not merit
burial in Eretz Yisrael.

How great is the holiness of this land!

The Shelah relates that the kedusha (holi-
ness) of Eretz Yisrael is comparable to
Gan Eden. Yerushalayim is referred to as
Shaar HaShomayim (the Gate of Heaven)
because all of our tefillos (prayers) first
travel to Yerushalayim, and from there
they proceed up to Heaven. For this rea-
son also, tefillos are heard better and ac-

g written,
: let my right hand forget its sRill. Let my :
i tongue stick to my palate, if | fail to recall :
you, if | do not elevate Yerushalayim :
: above my greatest joy” (Tehillim 137:5-6).
¢ What good is simcha if the place of ulti-
E mate true fortune is missing? Kinderlach,
i may we all merit fulfilling this mitzvah.

cepted more in Eretz Yisrael. The Sefer
Charedim adds that one who settles in
Eretz Yisrael must have much more Yiras
Shamayim (Fear of Heaven) than outside
of the Holy Land. Why? Because he is
dwelling in the King’s Palace.

Klnderlach
i Letus sum it aII up with the words of Rav
Yonason Eibushitz in his sefer, Yaaros

i Devash. A Jew reaches his ultimate perfec-
5 tion in Eretz Yisrael. There he can totally
i attach himself to Hashem, because there
are no impure forces to separate him. A
i person’s heart should always have a desire
E and yearning for Eretz Yisrael. Even if he :
: fulfills all of his other desires, what does he :

i have? The main thing is missing. As it is
“If | forget you O Yerushalayim,

SenSItIVIty

Exile. A terrible punishment. One who

kills a fellow Jew accidentally must flee to
an Ir Miklat (Refuge City). He is isolated
from family, friends, and familiar surround-
ings. In the days before telephones and
mass transportation, this was a traumatic
uprooting of one’s whole life. He does not
belong to the society in the Ir
Miklat. He did not grow up
there. His farm (which was his
livelihood) was not there.

How do the residents of

the Ir Miklat look upon him? Is
he a stranger in a strange land,
forever condemned to being a
foreigner among the natives?
Hardly. He is not alone. Other
Jews had no portion in the Land
’ of Israel. The Leviim had no

farms. Their only source of
livelihood was the gifts of maaser
that they received from their fellow
Jews. They lived in Arei Leviah (Le-
vite cities). The Keli Yakar
(Bamidbar 35:6) explains that
these Arei Leviah were also
Arei Miklat (refuge cities). The
exiles could feel comfortable
there because they were among other
“strangers” who had no land.

/ //

it

Of course, the Leviim would not embar-

rass the exiles by reminding them of their
fate. As the Gemora states, “Do not tell
your friend about faults that both of you
share” (Bava Metziah 59b). If you tell
him that he is a stranger, he will say that
you are also a stranger because you own
no land. Therefore, we see that the exiles

were saved the embarrassment of being
reminded that they were strangers.

Kinderlach k.

“Imma, Chaya was sent to the prmcipal
because she talked loudly in class.” Upon
i hearing this, Chaya begins to cry. The

5 mother takes Dovie aside to speak to him
i privately.
me about Chaya. However, in the future, :
: please tell me in private. You have embar-
: rassed her in front of the family.” Kinder-
i lach, do you see how the Torah worries
i about the feelings of the exile? Even

: someone who Rilled a Jew accidentally

i should not suffer embarrassment. How

: much more so our friends, classmates,

i neighbors, and family members.

“Dovie, | am glad that you told

Selfish Flattery

(14
Here comes the head of the depart-

ment,” Mr. Cohen thinks to himself. “I can
strike up a conversation with him. Then he
can see how capable | am. That will in-
crease my chances for a promotion.”
“How are you Mr. Jones? How are things
going in the marketing department?”
“Not so well, Mr. Cohen. We have a lot
of ‘dead weight" around here. Mr.
Schwartz, in public relations, comes late
every day, takes long breaks, and goes
home early.”

“Oh no,” thought Mr. Cohen. “He is
speaking loshon hora. What shall | do?
Perhaps 1 should just walk away. Maybe |
will put my fingers in my ears. Better yet,
| should tell him to stop. How can | do
any of those things? Mr. Jones is the head
of the marketing department. Doing any
of these things will insult him. Then [ will
never get a promotion.”

And so, Mr. Cohen just stands quietly and nods
his head as Mr. Jones speaks loshon hora.

[CHC R VR

(415
And you shall not flatter” (Bamidbar

35:33). The Ramban and the Sifrei ex-
plain that this verse is warning against
flattering an evil person for your own
selfish interests. By flattering his wicked
deeds, you encourage him to do more
evil. The Chofetz Chaim adds that there is
a huge retribution for this sin. Because it
defiles the Holy Land, it will ultimately
result in exile.

Kmderlach 3
Ptis good to tell others good things about

E themselves. We all need recognition and = :
appreciation. However, the praise must be :
: sincere and from the heart. More impor-  :
5 tantly, it must be said for the good of the

: listener. This shows true caring and brings
: people closer together Insincere, self- :

5 serving flattery is just opposite. Kinderlach,
5 make sure that your compliments come

from the heart, and not just the lips.
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