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Always in the Camp

(14
Yisrael settled in Shittim and the peo-

ple began to sin with the daughters of
Moav. They invited people to the feasts
of their gods; the people ate, and bowed
down to their gods. Yisrael became at-
tached to Baal-Peor, and Hashem’s anger
flared up against Yisrael” (Bamidbar 25:1-
3). This shameful episode in the history of
Klal Yisrael poses two glaring questions.
Firstly, Bilaam had just praised Klal Yis-
rael’s tsnius (modesty) when he blessed
them. “How good are your tents, Yaa-
kov, your dwellings, Yisrael” (Bamidbar
24:5). Rashi explains that the openings of
the tents did not face one another. This
exemplified their dignity and respect for
each other’s privacy. How could such a
nation so quickly fall into terrible sins?
Secondly, what is the significance of tell-
ing us that they settled in Shittim? Why
do we need to know the name of the
place where these sins took place?

The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh answers

both of these questions. The word “shit-
tim” has another meaning besides the
name of the place. It also means “tiyulim”
— pleasure trips. Klal Yisrael settled in this
place and began to relax and walk around.
Can you blame them? They had been in
the desert for forty years, out of contact
with civilization. Now they reached an
inhabited place. They wanted to relax a bit
and enjoy the change of scenery.
And so, they left the camp. There

they encountered the Bnos
Moav, who cleverly enticed

them to worship Baal Peor.

How could such a holy

nation be tricked into
avodah zara (idol worship)? Because
they left the camp. They left that spiritual
fortress called Machane Yisrael. In that holy
atmosphere, they reached the highest
madraygas (spiritual levels). When they left,
they were unprotected. What started as an
innocent tiyul, ended in disaster.

What is the remedy? Never leave the

camp. Never leave the camp?!? Does any-
one have the stamina for that? A person
needs to get out. True. He needs an occa-
sional change of scenery to recharge his
batteries. However, he does not need to
leave the camp. How is this possible? He
can take the camp with him. He can plan
his trip in such a way that his spiritual needs
are taken care of, as well as his physical
ones. He must provide himself with a time
and place to pray properly on the tiyul. This
is as important as the barbecue. He can take
advantage of the unstructured time to learn
Torah in a relaxed atmosphere. He should
only go to places where his eyes will behold
the beauty of Hashem’s world, and not
things that are forbidden to see. Make sure

that the music, the food, and the people
that surround him are all uplifting, and not
the opposite, chas vshalom (Heaven for-
bid). In this way, he can “take the camp
with him” on his tiyul, be protected from
spiritual dangers, and have a truly safe and
uplifting tiyul.

Kmderlach

i Vacation tlme is just around the corner.

E Where will you go? What will you do?

: What do you hope to accomplish? Vaca-

i tion can be a wonderful thing if you plan

¢ well. Make sure that you find the time and
i place to pray properly. This keeps you in

i touch with Hashem. Go to places where
you can appreciate the magnificent beauty
: of Hashem’s world. Guard your eyes from
: things and people that you should not see.
: Eat well, rest well, and come back fresh

E and ready to begin the new year. Kinder-
lach have a safe and meaningful vacation! :

A Mountain of Emunah

Bilaam hated the Jewish people. He

wanted to curse them so badly, that nei-
ther a talking donkey nor an angel of
Hashem could stop him. Yet, when he
opened his mouth to curse them, only
blessings came out.

(19
From the top of the rocks | (Bilaam)

see him (Israel), and from the hills | be-
hold him” (Bamidbar 23:9). The
Ha’Amek Davar elucidates this
verse with a stirring explanation.
Klal Yisrael is compared to a
tall, majestic mountain. The
base is very wide and strong.
It contains mines of iron and
quarries of stone. So too
with the masses of Klal
Yisrael. Their emunah (faith) is
as strong and solid as the base of this
mountain — like a rock.

e e

~~ e are aware of many episodes from

the holocaust that demonstrate this un-
shakable emunah. There is one story from
the book “Those Who Never Yielded”
about a group of 17 young Gerrer Chassi-
dim in the Plaszow camp. They were
selected for death by the cruel comman-
dant Goeth. When he was informed that
they were “Talmudists” he gave them half
an hour before their execution to pray.
He expected to have some ‘fun’ denigrat-
ing the Jews and shaming them. What
happened next was astounding. The lads
formed a circle, encouraged one another,
then asked each other for forgiveness.
One of the Chassidim requested permis-
sion to say some words of farewell. He
told his comrades that they were going to
die als Kiddush Hashem (sanctifying
Hashem’s Name) and the main thing is
that they perform this mitzvah happily.
They broke into song and began to dance

as if they had been set afire. They paid no
attention to what was going on around
them. In the midst of their dancing they
jumped into their death pit as the hail of
bullets poured through them. Both Kapos
who witnessed this scene wept emotion-
ally as they retold the story. Absolutely
nothing could shake the emunah of this
Holy Nation.

5 Kmderlach

t Youarea part of the greatest people in

: the world. No other nation loves Hashem
i more. No one else puts all of their trust

t and faith in him. We care for Him, and

i He cares for us. Each generation has its

i tests of emunah. Ours is no different.

i Strong forces try to distract us from stay-

i ing close to Hashem. To stand up to them
: you have to be hard as a rock. No prob-
: lem. Bilaam already spotted that quality in *
: us over 3000 years ago. “From the top of
5 the rocks | see him, and from the hills |

behold him”.

Conceit

(45
Bilaam said to the donkey, ‘Because

you mocked me, if | had a sword in my
hand 1 would kill you’™ (Bamidbar
22:29). Can you imagine that? A donkey
mocking a person? Who was this person?
No less than Bilaam, the wisest man
among the nations of the world. A man
whose prophecy was comparable to that
of Moshe Rabbeinu. Yet with all of his
wisdom, he still felt insulted by a donkey,
the lowliest of all animals. He was so
infuriated that he was ready to kill the
donkey and walk on his own two feet to
the nation of Moav. Rav Yosef Dov Mi-
Brisk learns a powerful lesson from this.
We see how conceited a person can be.
He is so caught up in his own ego, that he
demands honor even from an animal. He
is ready to cause himself great personal
inconvenience, to avenge his bruised
pride. “The donkey mocked me.” Bilaam
was correct. He truly was a laughing
stock. He let the donkey make a monkey
out of him.

Kinderlach . . .

“He interrupted me. What a chutzpah.”
“She did not invite me to her birthday
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party. | am so insulted.” “He did not bring
i me the glass of water that | asked for.

i What’s wrong with him?” People do not

i always measure up to the standards that

i we set for them. Then we get insulted. We E
: have to humble ourselves and not let these :

i things bother us. After all, who are we?

i Are we as righteous as Moshe Rabbeinu?

: With all of his greatness, he was the hum- &
i blest of all men. Let life’s little insults pass :
: by. That is the key to humility, which is the

: measure of true greatness.
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