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Parashas Bamidbar
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Your Number

(14
Sir how much do these potatoes

cost?”

“Three shekels per kilo.”

“How many potatoes are in this sack?”

“l don’t know young man. | sell the pota-
toes by weight, not number.”

“You don’t know how many potatoes
you have in these sacks?”

“Not really.”

“Can | ask you a personal question, sir?”
“Go right ahead, young man.”

“How many children do you have?”
“Eight.”

“You know how many children you
have, but you don’t know how many
potatoes you have?”

“Young man, there is a bit of a difference.
Every child is a person. A whole world.
Each one needs my person attention and
supervision to grow up to be a normal,
productive person. Potatoes are just pota-
toes. Although they are different shapes and
weights, we eat them all just the same.”
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Take a census of the entire assembly

of the Children of Israel” (Bamidbar 1:2).
Hashem wanted a precise number. The
Keli Yakar explains that this number dis-
tinguishes the Jewish people. Things that
are numbered are important. Each Jew is
very important. So important, that he is
guided by hashgacha pratis (Hashem’s
personal supervision). The number ex-
presses that we are important enough to
warrant hashgacha pratis. The Ramban
stresses the same point when he explains
the word “tifkidu” — you shall count
(Bamidbar 1:3). This word illustrates that
Hashem remembers and supervises. As
the verse states, “Hashem pokad (re-
membered) Sara” [to grant her a child]
(Bereshis 21:1). A pikadon (from the same
root word) is an object that someone
watches and supervises for you. Hashem
is watching and supervising each Jew in-
leldually

: Kinderlach . . .

: Did you eat a delicious meal today? Chas-
dey Hashem (an act of kindness from

i Hashem). Did you do well on your test?

i Chasdey Hashem. Did Imma give you a

: big, warm, loving hug? Chasdey Hashem.

Did you bang your toe? Chasdey Hashem. }

: Did someone embarrass you? Chasdey

: Hashem. Why are the last two things

i chasdey Hashem? They are very unpleas-
ant. Because Hashem is personally super-

i vising our lives. Everything that He does is
: for the good. There are very good reasons :
: for even the unpleasant things. If you hear

news about unpleasant things happening

: to the Jewish people you must know that

: it is all chasdey Hashem. He is taking care
% of us, as He has for the past 3800 years.

Who is Supporting
Whom?

(4
The sons of Kehas shall come to carry

(the Aron Kodesh and kelim)” (Bamidbar
4:15). The avodah of the Bnei Kehas was
carrying the Aron Kodesh on their shoul-
ders when the nation traveled from place
to place (Bamidbar 7:9). The other parts
of the Mishkan were transported on
wagons. However, the Aron Kodesh, due
to its great holiness, was carried on the
shoulders of these Leviim. The Gemora
(Sota 35a) relates an awesome miracle
that occurred. The bearers of the Aron
never felt its great weight. They did not
carry it, rather it carried them! In the days
of Yehoshua, it even carried them across
the Jordan River (Yehoshua 4:18).

There is a beautiful drasha based upon

this Gemora. Talmidei Chachomim and
institutions of Torah learning are sup-
ported by generous donors who contrib-
ute money to pay for expenses. It appears
that the benefactors are supporting the
Torah, however, in reality; the Torah is
supporting its benefactors. The following
moving story dramatizes this point.

The residents of a certain small town in

Europe came to Rav Yitzchak Elchonon
Spector, the famed Rav of Kovna, to find a
suitable candidate for the position
of Rav of their town. Rav Yitzchak
Elchonon recommended a certain
young talmid chochom who was
fit for the position. The
people approached the
young man with their
offer. “l am ready to accept
the job,” he replied.
“However, my father-in-law
is supporting me, and | must
ask his permission to leave.”
The young man related the
proposal to his father-in-law and received
the following reply. “Why do you need
this? Do you need more money? If so, |
will give you more money each month, on
condition that you remain here with me.”
And so, the young man turned down the
position and stayed.

One year later, representatives from a

city came to Rav Spector for a candidate
to fill the position of Rav. The Rav of
Kovna sent them to the very same young
talmid chochom. Again, he asked permis-
sion from his father-in-law, received the
same answer, and continued learning in
his town. After some time, a contingent
from a large major city came to Rav Yitz-
chak Elchonon, seeking a man to fill the
prominent position of Rav of their city.
Again, Rav Spector sent them to this same
young man. When this prestigious contin-
gent came to the home with the offer of
the Rabbonus in their hands, the wife of
the talmid chochom could not keep silent.
“This time 1 will not give in to my father.

He must agree to let us go!” Her husband
asked his father-in-law, and received the
same answer. The wife answered her fa-
ther, “How long can you support us? The
time has come for us to go out on our
own.” The father replied with a short
answer, “Who knows who is supporting
whom?” Several weeks later, the young
couple finished packing their belongings,
boarded the moving wagon, and began
their journey to the big city. No sooner
had they left the outskirts of the town,
that they were overtaken by a messenger
who brought them the shocking news.
“Your father just passed away.”
Klnderlach

\X/ho is supportmg whom? Torah institu-
t:ons are like the Aron Kodesh. When we

i give tsedaka to a Yeshiva or Talmud To-

5 rah, are we supporting the institution, or is
t it supporting us? Hashem decides if a To-
5 rah institution will continue existing. You

: decide whether you will be His shaliach
(agent) to keep the light of Torah burmng
i If you help Him (so to speak), He will

E reward you by supporting you. Who is

i supporting whom? The Aron carries those

E who carry it.

Neat and Orderly

In this week's parasha, we find the de-

scription of the encampment of the Jewish
people in the desert. Throughout the
next few parshios the Torah uses
quite a few words to describe in
detail how the camp was
arranged, how the Mishkan was
taken apart and packed up to
travel, and how the entire
camp traveled. We know that
the Torah does not waste
words.  What is the
purpose of the detailed
descriptions  of  these
arrangements? Rav Aharon Kotler
explains that the Torah teaches us the im-
portance of seder (organization). All mat-
ters of holiness and service to Hashem
require seder. The Torah is replete with
examples. Our prayers are all arranged in a
precise and specific order. In fact, our
prayer book is called the siddur, which
literally means order. Rav Kotler stresses
that we should also be very concerned
about the seder in our lives. We find that
our Gedolim (Torah giants) were very
careful about maintaining order. We
should follow their example.

Klnderlach

5 We should not leave our clothes, shoes,
i books, or toys lying around the house.

¢ Instead, we should put them away. Why
i not also organize our storage closets?

: What a waste of time it is to look for :
1 something that was misplaced. In addition :
i to our possessions, our time should also be :
: orderly. Why be late to school when, with :
i a little more effort, we can be on time? :
: Seder enriches our lives, so let us all do
5 our best in this area.
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