Kinder Torah.

Parashas Bechukosai

a

Bli Neder

14
Pinchas, we must stop learning now.”

“But Abba, | want to learn more.”

“l do too, but | must go to a Bar Mitzvah.
Mr. Rosen told me that he would meet
me at the bus stop at 8:00 to travel to
the Bar Mitzvah together.”

“Okay Abba. Please wish a mazel tov
from me.”

Pinchas’ father hurries to the bus stop.
The 8:00 bus arrives, and Mr. Rosen is
not there. The 8:15 and 8:30 buses also
pass. Finally, he gets on the 8:45 bus
without Mr. Rosen. When he arrives at
the Bar Mitzvah, he calls Mr. Rosen.

“Oh, I'm so sorry Mendy. Something
came up and | forgot to call you.”

[C EC R R

This week’s parasha speaks about ne-

darim (vows) (Vayikra 27). Nedarim are
a very serious matter. The Gemora (Ne-
darim 22a) teaches that making a vow is
like building a forbidden altar. Fulfilling
the vow is like offering a sacrifice on that
altar. The Pele Yoatz informs us that ter-
rible punishments will come to one who
makes a neder. What is considered a
neder? If we look in the text of the Ha-
toras Nedarim (Annulment of Vows) that
we say each Erev Rosh Hashanah, we find
that promises and even informally spoken
commitments need annulment. Even un-
spoken commitments (doing a devar
mitzvah three times) are included in our
annulment statement.

i Kinderlach . . . :
Your words are important. People depend
: upon you to fulfill what you say. Pinchas
father was left waiting at the bus stop for
45 minutes, instead of learning with his

i son, because Mr. Rosen did not keep his

i word. Hashem also hears every word that
you say and takes note of all of your ac- i
: tions. Therefore, the Pele Yoatz has some
good advice for us. Develop the habit of
saying “bli neder” (without a vow) when-

i ever you say that you will do something.
That way you have not made a commit-
ment. You should still try your hardest to
fulfill what you say. After all people are

i depending on you. However, saying “bli
neder” will make you realize the serious-  ;
ness of your words, and avoid the retribu- :
i tion for those who make nedarim. :

.
.
o

Always

14
If you will travel in My decrees and

observe My commandments” (Vayikra
26:3). The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh ex-
plains each word in this verse to give us
precise instructions how to toil in Torah.
The Torah refers to toiling as a chok (de-
cree which we follow automatically, al-
though its reason is hidden from us). We
are commanded to learn things that we
know and have learned previously. Why

-

should we learn them again? Because
Hashem wants us to learn all of the time,
until learning becomes a chok to us. The
word “decrees” is written in plural form
to teach us that we must learn Torah day
and night. Another reason for the plural
form is to illustrate two motivations for
learning: to know and to teach. How can
we travel in Hashem’s decrees? We must
learn Torah even when we are traveling.
Additionally, our feet should always take
us to the Beis HaMedrash (Torah study
hall). The word travel is also written in
the plural form to teach that we should
search for many explanations of the To-
rah. Additionally, all of our ways (our
eating, sleeping, working, etc.) should all
be to further our Torah study.
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E’ Kinderlach . . .

i Hashem has set high standards for us. He
wants us to be constantly learning or pre-
paring to learn. Wonderful! We have the
best of both worlds! We get to learn and
i enjoy the sweetness of Torah all of the

! time. And we also get all of the blessings of }

wealth and peace. What could be better?

asEEsEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE »*

Kinderlach . . . :
Speech is our connection to Shomayim. It :
is the most exalted part of us. Every word
that leaves our mouths can be a priceless

i gem. Therefore, we should be especially
careful to keep our word. The parasha is

i referring to a pledge to give money to the }
Beis HaMikdash. But it is also important to
keep our word in all areas. “I will be there
in five minutes.” Don'’t let five minutes ;
. turn into twenty minutes. “I will help you

] with your homework.” Don’t get dis-

; i tracted and forget about helping him. “I

; will help you hang the laundry Imma.”

i Don’t leave your words hanging. Say

: what you mean and mean what you say.

: i, Keep your word. 5

Keep Your Word

14
Abba, can you help me with my

homework?”

“Sure Tzviki. What’s the question?”

“How are we connected to Shomayim
(Heaven)?”

“That’s a hard question, Tzviki. We are
down here in the physical world, and
heaven is the spiritual world. The two do
not seem to be connected.”

“l don’t know what to say, Abba.”
“Brilliant Tzviki! | think that you have hit
upon the answer.”

“What did | say?”

“Exactly, Tzviki. Speech. The words that
we speak are not physical. They connect
us to Shomayim. Just a minute. Let me
look this up. Yes, here it is in the Sefer
HaChinuch.”

“Which mitzvah, Abba?”

“Mitzvah number 350; the verbal mone-
tary pledges that a person makes to the
Beis HaMikdash. 1t is in this week’s
parasha. The Sefer HaChinuch stresses
that a person’s body will return to dust.
Only his words will remain. Therefore we
must be extremely careful with our
words.”

“In what way Abba?”

“If a person pledges a certain amount of
money to the Beis HaMikdash, he must
not change his mind. He must take his
own words very seriously and stand by
them.”
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