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The Holy Name
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Yes, can | help you sir?”

their sin so terrible?”
“The Maharal explains that the time be-
tween Pesach and Shavuos is a time to
prepare ourselves to receive the Torah.
This preparation involves perfecting our
character traits. One of the crucial aspects
that we must work on is honoring our
fellow Jews. It is so important that the
buckle.” Maharal calls it the essence of life. Those
“Oh well.” the man who did not v’alue the essence o'f.life
thinks. “There goes an- were not permitted to continue living.
other three dollars.” They died from ‘ascora,” a disease of the
“Never mind. I'll fix it throat. Speech comes from the throat:
for free.” therefore, this disease is associated with
sins pertaining to speech. This is the
meaning of the verse, ‘Life and death are
dependent upon one’s speech’ (Mishlei

guarantee. He is going to have it fixed.

“Can | help you sir?”

“Yes, please. This schoolbag has a broken
buckle. Can you fix it.”

“Certainly, but it will cost three dollars.”
“But it has a lifetime guarantee.”

“That guarantee is only on the
sewing of the seams, not the

The man hesitates a bit. He is coming to
exchange a shirt that he bought a month
ago and he does not have a
receipt.

“Yes, please. | bought this
shirt here and the style does
not suit me. Can |
exchange it for a
different one?”
“Surely, sir. Which
one would you
like?”

In less than a minute, the
man has a new buckle on his

“A plain one like daughter’s schoolbag. 18:21).”
the one that | am “Thank you very much, sir.” TR o g gonagcar .
wearing.” “My p[easure"’ + Kinderlach . . . E

We should use the wonderful gift of speech :

The store owner goes to look for the shirt.
He returns empty handed.

“l am sorry sir, we do not have any more
shirts like that.”

“Do you plant to order more soon?”

“I'm afraid not. Would you like your
money refunded?”

“Yes, please.”

“How much did you pay for the shirt.”

“l bought it on sale. Five shirts for $50.
That comes out to $10 per shirt.”

“Not exactly. That sale was special. Four
shirts alone really sell for $50. | threw in
the fifth shirt free. | can only refund $7
for this shirt.”

The man is dumbfounded. It seemed so
straightforward. Five shirts for $50 is $10
per shirt. Why is this man trying to short-
change him?

“I don’t understand. Why is this not $10
per shirt?”

“l explained that this shirt was for free. |
really do not have to refund the money.
Seven dollars is really a good deal. Take it
or leave it.”

The man begins to get upset. He really
wants to raise his voice and tell the store
owner how unfair this is. However, he
stops himself. “I am a religious Jew,” he
thinks. “People look at me and judge me.
I could influence their opinion about the
entire Jewish people. Worse than that, |
could disgrace Hashem’s name. The Torah
commands us, ‘You shall not desecrate My
Holy Name’ (Vayikra 22:32). | will keep
quiet. Three dollars is not worth making a
chilul Hashem (disgrace of the Holy
Name).”

“Thank you. | will take the seven dollars.
Have a good day.”
“Thank you sir.”

The man rushes off to his next errand. His
daughter’s schoolbag has a broken buckle.
It is seven years old, but has a lifetime

The man thinks to himself. “I did not make
a chilul Hashem at the first store over
three dollars. Now | got this three dollar
buckle for free.” The man smiles, as he
feels Hashem smiling down upon him.

: that Hashem gave us to honor each other

: and to learn His Torah. Listen to what your
Rebbe is saying. Let your chavrusa finish

i speaking before you comment on what he

i is saying. If you feel that he is incorrect, tell

B T P PP T TP P P P PP P PP TP ... him in a respectful way. That is the proper

i Kinderlach . . .

i We are Hashem’s ambassadors. People

: are watching us all of the time. How do

i we act? Do we behave nicely and make a
Kiddush Hashem (sanctify His Name)? Or
¢ chas veshalom (G-d forbid) the opposite.
i Be a good ambassador. Show everyone

i how wonderful Hashem really is.
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Rebbe Akiva’s
Students

(13
What a terrible tragedy! Twenty four

thousand people killed!”

“What was it? Mudslides in Chile?”

“No.”

“Earthquake in China?”

“No.”

“Tsunami?”

“No.”

“Please tell me. | must know.”

“The Gemora (Yevamos 62b) tells the
story. Rebbe Akiva had 12,000 pairs of
students from the town of Gvas to Anti-
fras who all died suddenly because they
did not give the proper respect to one
another. The world was void of Torah
until Rebbe Akiva came to the south of
the land of Israel and taught five new
students: Rebbe Meir, Rebbe Yehuda,
Rebbe Yosi, Rebbe Shimon, and Rebbe
Elazar ben Shamua. These new students
disseminated the Torah. The others all
perished between Pesach and Shavuos,
from a painful disease called ‘ascora.”
“Oy va voy, 24,000 yeshiva students
died! So many! How could it be? Was

i 1 way to speak. B’ezras Hashem, we will all
i * work on honoring each other and merit
i i long lives, filled with blessing.

Anticipation
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Chaim, it’s time to get up. Today is

the big day. Today is the day you receive
your special gift.”

Chaim practically jumps out of bed.

“Oh boy, | can hardly wait! | have been
thinking about this gift for weeks. | have
even been counting the days.”

[CHC HER DR )
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You shall count for yourselves from

the day after Shabbos™ (Vayikra 23:15).
This is the mitzvah of counting the Omer.
We can all identify with Chaim. How
many of us have felt this anticipation of a
big event such as a bar mitzvah, a vacation
trip, or a special gift? We are so anxious
that we can’t wait for each day to pass.
The Sefer HaChinuch explains that the
Torah is the biggest gift that a person could
receive. Therefore we count the days from
after Pesach until Shavuos, the time of the
receiving of the Torah on Har Sinai.

i Kinderlach . . .

How many days have we counted so far?

i We are getting closer and closer to Sha-

i vuos. Let us all prepare ourselves to re-

ceive the Torah by strengthening our

: learning and our relationships with people

i and Hashem. ;
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