Kinder Torah.
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An Historic Moment

The air was charged with excitement.

This was the moment that they had all been
waiting for. Months of preparation had
gone into this day. It began with the com-
mand to build the Mishkan 4
(Tabernacle). Everyone made
their contributions of gold,
silver, and other materials
needed for the construction.
They then contributed their
labor and building skills.
Headed by Betzalel, they
worked through the winter
building the Mishkan and its
vessels. Now it was the end of
the month of Adar. Each day
for seven consecutive days,
Moshe Rabbeinu assembled the
Mishkan, sacrificed the burnt
offerings, and took down the Mishkan. The
Jewish people stood by the Mishkan, wait-
ing for the Shechina (Divine Presence) to
come down. “For today Hashem will ap-
pear to you” (Vayikra 9:4).

Rav Shimshon Refael Hirsch relates that

the Kohen Godol brought his special offer-
ing. It was his means to recognize the sig-
nificance of the moment. For he was enter-
ing into his new position as the spiritual
leader of the people. The nation also
brought their special offering. For they
were also undertaking a new position in
world history. They were set apart to be
Hashem’s Chosen Nation. From this day
onward, the Shechina would dwell among
them. In that holy place, where they were
given over to Hashem and His Torah.

Which day was this? Rosh Chodesh

Nissan. A day that garnered ten crowns
(of glory) for all of its momentous events.
An historic moment.

Kmderlach

: This week, Parashas HaChodesh, we com-

memorate a special event. The day that

i the Shechina came to rest upon us. We

i became a special nation. We have never
lost that position. Hashem still cherishes

i us. Kinderlach, don’t ever forget who you
i are. You are a member of the greatest

i people who ever walked the face of this
H earth Hashem’s Holy Nation.

The Projectile

(19

We have now reached the final ses-
sion of your training program. Please step
this way.”

The trainees moved in closer to see the
giant missile, standing on its underground
launch pad.

“This missile is deadly. lts warhead can
cause untold destruction.”

“Sir, what triggers the launch of this mis-
sile?”

“That is a very good question, young
man. It is voice activated. It has a sound
sensor that identifies certain words. If
they are spoken, the missile
blasts off.”

“Sir, is it  confidential
information to ask what is
the destination of this
missile?”

“It is wvery confidential,
because no one knows its
destination.”

“What? It could be pointed at
my home town!”

“That’s right.”

“If 1 say one of the code
words, | could activate the
missile and destroy my family
and friends.”

“Young man, you had better watch what
you say.”

Klnderlach
: Do you recognlze this parable? The code

i words are loshon hora, and the missile is

i the terrible destruction that it causes. The

: Chofetz Chaim in his book, “Shmiras Ha-

i Loshon” describes what happens when we
5 speak loshon hora. The words go up to

: heaven, and evil forces grab hold of them.
They send them back down to earth in the

i form of death and destruction. We must be
5 very careful what we say, for every word is :
E‘ heard, and comes back to haunt us. :

For His Name
With Love

(15
This month shall be for you the be-

ginning of months; it shall be the first
month of the year to you” (Shemos 12:2).
“Is this another special parasha, Abba?”
“Yes it is, Avi. It is the last of the four
parshios — Parashas HaChodesh.”

“Is it about this month?”

“Yes, Avi.”

“What is so unique about this month of
Nissan, that it receives a special parasha,
Abba?”

“Ahhhh. The month of Nissan is a glori-
ous month, Avi. The Yalkut Shemoni
(Parashas Bo) states that we were re-
deemed [from Mitzrayim] in Nissan, and
are destined to be redeemed [from the
present golus] in Nissan. The Torah
counts Nissan as the first month for the
Jewish people, because Yetzias Mitzrayim
occurred then, and because it is our
‘birthday’ as a nation. In fact, the Gemora
(Shabbos 87b) relates that Rosh Chodesh
Nissan was such a holy day, that it ac-
quired ten crowns! The Avodah of the

Mishkan, in all of its magnificent glory,
began on that day. The princes of the
twelve tribes began bringing their inaugu-
ral offerings on that day. So you see, Avi,
Nissan is truly the first of the months.
Such a unique month deserves a special
announcement in the Beis HaKinesses.”

“l am sure that Rav Zeidel Epstein adds
more explanation to Parashas HaCho-
desh.”

(44
Correct. Avi. He speaks about the

mitzvah of Kiddush HaChodesh (sanctifying
the new month.) When Hashem gave this
mitzvah to Klal Yisrael, he gave us tremen-
dous koach (power). We control the holi-
ness of the zZmanim (appointed times.) For
example, Beis Din can decide which day is
Rosh Chodesh Nissan. Thirteen days later
will be Erev Pesach. One who does not
bring the Korbon Pesach on that day re-
ceives the punishment of kares (spiritual
excommunication). One who eats chometz
during the following seven days receives
the same punishment. Who decided which
day would bring the punishment of kares?
We did! We hold the power of kedusha
(holiness), which carries along with it spiri-
tual life and death.”

“Awesome.”

“Rav Epstein cites other examples to
show how we control the forces of na-
ture also. Therefore, he concludes that
Hashem’s empowerment of Klal Yisrael
with this mitzvah shows His great love for
us. He would only give such a great gift
to a people whom He loves dearly.”
“Abba, | feel so good! Hashem loves me!
What can | give Him in exchange for that
love?”

“You can follow His instructions. You can
live your life as He wishes. You can live
‘I'maan Shemo b’ahavah’ — for the sake of
His name, with love. This is our way of
reciprocating Hashem’s love for us.”

Kmderlach :
i Hashem Ioves us! He gave our ancestorsa :

E very big mitzvah that proves it — Kiddush

t HaChodesh. He put control of the
kedusha of z’manim in their hands. Al-
: though we do not have this mitzvah to-

i day, we still have Hashem’s love. It is :
i every bit as strong as it was back then. We :
i surely want to show Him that we appreci- :
i ate that love, and want to return our love '}
i to Him. How? By learning His Torah and :
i keeping His mitzvos. By living our lives for :
His sake. This is our final preparation for :
: Pesach, kinderlach. When we live “I'maan :
: Shemo b’ahavah,”
i (vessels) which are ready to receive all of
i His blessings and goodness. We can

i gather all of great hisorerus (spiritual

E awakening) that Hashem showers upon us :

then we become kelim

i the night of the Pesach Seder. This is what

5 we give, and this is what we get. For His

Name with love.
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