Kinder Torah

Parashas Re'eh

a

“Hol_}; Holy, Holy

CZ)me everyone, let’s finish packing.
We want to leave soon. The chag is com-
ing, and we want to be in Yerushalayim
before the regel begins.”

“Will we go to the Beis HaMikdash?”
“B’ezrat Hashem, kinderlach.”

“l have a question, Abba?”

“Yes, Yossie.”

“Why are we taking so many fruits with
us to Yerushalayim this year? We have
two oxen loaded with fruits. Last
year we hardly took any fruit. We
bought what we needed in
Yerushalayim.”

“Very perceptive Yossie. That is an
excellent question. This year is dif-
ferent from last year. This year is
the fourth year of the shmitta cycle.
This is one of the years that a por-
tion of our crop has the kedusha
(holiness) of maaser sheini. Hashem
commanded us to take these fruits
with us up to Yerushalayim and eat
them there.”

“Let’s see if | understand, Abba. We
eat maaser sheini — holy fruits — in
Yerushalayim — the Holy City.”
“Correct, Yossie.”

“We ourselves must be very holy to
do this, Abba.”

“You have touched on a deep
point, Yossie. Hashem gave us a big
beautiful Torah, full of 613 mitzvos.
Each one is an opportunity to be-
come holier. This particular mitz-
vah takes a very mundane physical
activity — eating fruit — and sancti-
fies it. It turns eating into an oppor-
tunity to come one step closer to
Hashem.”

“How do we know that, Abba?”
“The Torah itself says it, Yossie. “You shall
surely maaser (take one tenth) all of your
crop ... and eat it before Hashem your G-
d in the place that He chose to rest His
Name ... so that you will learn to fear
Hashem your G-d all of your days
(Devarim 14:22-23). This mitzvah teaches
us Yiras Shamayim (Fear of Heaven), a
foundation of Avodas Hashem.”

“How does it work, Abba.”

“Very simple, Yossie. Hashem blesses us
with a beautiful crop of fruits. It is all
from Him. He wants us to eat it and en-
joy it. However, He knows that it is easy
to forget Him, and fool ourselves into
thinking that the crop came solely from
the work of our hands. Therefore, He
reminds us that He is The Provider. First,
we must separate the holy portion of the
crop, and give it to His agents here in this
world, the Kohanim and Leviim. They

have no land of their own; therefore, we
must support them while they perform
Hashem’s Holy Service. There is still a
portion of holy fruits left — maaser sheini.
This is our opportunity to ‘taste’ a bit of
the holiness of the Kehuna. We purify
ourselves, go to the Holy City, and eat
these holy fruits b’kedusha v’tahara (in
sanctity and purity). In this way we are
like the Kohanim, when they perform
their avodah of eating the kodshim
(holy foods) b’kedusha v’tahara.”
“We eat them before Hashem,
Abba. How can we help but
be inspired to fear Him and
love Him for all of the good
that He has given us.”

“Yossie, | could not have said it
better myself. This is the true
simcha (happiness): coming
close to The Holy One by ele-
vating all of our activities, even
our eating, to serve Him. In
this way we learn to fear Him
all of our days.”

Kinderlach . . .

This story is based on the com-
mentary of Rav Shamshon Re-
fael Hirsch on the mitzvah of
maaser sheini. He inspires us to
see the holiness in all areas of

I our lives and all activities —

even eating. This idea is ex-
pressed as a halacha in Shul-
chan Auruch Orach Chaim
231. “A person should place his
eyes and heart on his ways. He
should weigh all of his deeds
on the ‘scale’ of his seichel
(common sense). Whenever he
sees something that will bring
him to serve The Creator, he should
do it. If it will not, he should refrain
from it. One who does this will al-
ways be serving Hashem.” Kinder-
lach, involve yourselves with holy activities
all the time. Spend your whole life serving

\Hashem!

>
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Take Care Of
Fach Other

‘E/eryone please quiet down. Zeidi is
about to make Kiddush.”

“Thank you Bubbie. Before | begin, |
would just like to say something. Tonight
is Rosh Chodesh Elul, the beginning of
our preparation for the new year. We all
hope that Hashem will bless us this year,
as every year with good health, prosper-
ity, and success in all areas.”

“Amen.”

“The whole family is gathered together,
so | want to take this opportunity to say
just one thing to all of you. We do not
know what Hashem has in store for us
this year, or any year. Some of you may
prosper, some not. Some may fall on
hard times. 1 just ask one thing of you. If
one of your brothers or sisters does need
help, | would like the rest of you to take
care of him. If he needs a loan, lend him
money. If he can’t pay back, give him
a gift. If he is working for you, treat
him nicely. If he gets into trouble,
redeem him. Always think about
your brothers and sisters. If you listen
to these words, | promise you one
thing. I will always take care of you.
You may not know this, but | am a
very influential person. | have many,
many connections. | can and will
take care of you.”

[CHC HER VR )

Iou shall surely give to him (your

destitute brother) and you will not
feel badly in your heart because you
gave to him (15:10).” “You shall
surely give maaser” (a tenth of your
crop) [to the poor and the Levi]
(Devarim 14:22). “Do not forsake the
Levi who is in your cities” (Devarim
14:27). “The Levi ... the proselyte,
the orphan, and the widow in your
gates will come and eat and be satis-
fied. In order that Hashem your G-d
will bless you in all your handiwork”
(Devarim 14:29). “Guard yourself lest
you forsake the Levi (12:19).” “If you
make My (Levi, proselyte, orphan,
and widow) happy, | (Hashem) will
make your (son, daughter, servant,
and handmaid) happy (Rashi 16:11).”

ﬂe parasha is full of exhortations

about remembering our less fortu-
nate brothers. Hashem promises big
blessings for those who take care of their
fellow Jews. Why? “You are Hashem’s
children” (Devarim 14:1). We are all His
children. Just like the Zeidi in the story.
Everyone wants to see his children take
care of each other. That is his greatest
source of nachas.

e D

Hashem is our Father and we are His chil-
dren. He wants us to help each other. Step
one is to see another Jew as your brother.
Of course you will help your brother. You
cannot bear to see him suffer. He is your
flesh and blood. Kinderlach, we are all
part of a very special family called Klal
Yisrael. We all love each other, and we all

\take care of each other.
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