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Parashas Mishpatim

Lem Your Friend

T edaka (charity), tsedaka, please give
me tsedaka.”

The man is disturbed by the interruption.
Why do these collectors always come
when he is trying to learn Torah? He
reaches into his pocket and takes out a
small coin. “This will get rid of him,” he
thinks. He hands the poor man the coin,
barely looking up from his Chumash. The
poor man takes it, thanks him, and leaves.

“Now, where was 1?7 the man thinks.
“Right here. “When you lend money ... to
the poor person who is with you’
(Shemos 22:24). Good. Let’s see Rashi’s
commentary on this verse. ‘You should
look at yourself as if you are poor.” |
wonder why?” the man thinks. “Why
does one have to see himself as being
poor, in order to help a poor person?”

The Rav is sitting in the front of the Beis
HaMedrash learning. The man ap-
proaches him.

“May | ask the Rav a question?”

“Surely.”

“What is the p’shat (simple explanation)
of this Rashi?”

The Rav reads the Rashi, thinks for a mo-
ment, and responds.

“Rav Yerucham Levovitz speaks about
this Rashi in his sefer, ‘Daas Torah’. He
explains that in order for a person to
properly learn and fulfill the laws pertain-
ing bein adam lichaveyro (between man
and his fellow man), he must first learn
his friend. Your fellow Jew is a sugya
(subject) to be learned, just like any other
subject. When a doctor studies anatomy
from a textbook, at the same time he
studies a cadaver. Without seeing the
body, the textbook learning is incom-
plete. So too here, with out learning and
understanding your fellow man, the study
of the laws pertaining to him are incom-
plete.”

“Can the Rav give an example of this?”
“Rav Yerucham himself explains that you
must feel the distress of the poor person
who comes to ask for money. He is also a
human being. His flesh is cold and hun-
gry. He suffers from poverty. If you do
not perceive this, then he is just like a dry
piece of wood to you. Even if you give
him money, you are not fulfilling the
mitzvah in its entirety.”

“l think | understand what the Rav
means. We take great pains to fulfill other
mitzvos properly (Chanukah lights, lulav,
etc.). The mitzvos bein adam lichaveyro
are no different. They also need great
effort to learn and do them right. Part of
the mitzvah is feeling the pain of the
other person.”

“Exactly.”
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\Amen.
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“Young man can you give me a hand with
these boxes?” The young man is on his
way to play with his friend, which is a lot
more fun than lifting boxes. He is about to
say, “No, | don’t have the time”, but then
he looks at the man. There are beads of
sweat on his face. He is huffing and puff-
ing from the hard work of carrying those
boxes. He is really suffering. The young
man feels his pain, and realizes that he
needs help. “Of course sir. My pleasure.”
“You really saved me, young man. Tizke
Li’mitzvos (you should merit to fulfill mitz-
vos).” “Bi’shlaimusam (in their entirety),
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Wayward Soul

':’ hat is that wandering around off
the road there?”
“It looks like a lost ox.”
“Let’s go take a look.”
“l recognize that ox.
neighbor.”
“Let’s return it to him. We will get a big
mitzvah of hashovas aveidah (returning a
lost object).”
“l don’t want to return it.”
“Why not?”
“First of all, we are far away from home
and | do not want to take a big detour in
my trip. Secondly, | have already re-
turned that ox to my neighbor several
times and it always wanders off again.
Why should | waste my time and en-

ergy?”

It belongs to my
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ﬂe Torah states, “If you find your en-

emy’s ox or donkey wandering, you shall
surely return it to him” (Shemos 23:4).
The Ramban explains that we must return
the animal even if it takes quite a bit of
effort. The Gemora (Bava Metziah 31a)
adds that if it escapes again we must re-
turn it again, even 100 times.

ﬂe Chofetz Chaim has a beautiful in-

sight on this subject. We see how the To-
rah is concerned for our fellow Jew’s lost
objects. We must go to great lengths to
return them to him. Yet, these are only
his physical possessions. What about his
soul? Some of our unfortunate brothers
wander off the path of Torah and mitz-
vos. Their souls become lost. We must
put at least as much effort into returning
their souls as we would put into returning
their property.
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\their wayward souls.
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So many Jews do not recognize the beauty
of the Torah. The serenity of the Shabbos.
The purity of eating kosher food. The bril-
liance of the gemora. The humanity of
doing chessed (acts of kindness) for others.
Help them get back on the path. Be nice
to them. Take the time and effort. Return

Compromise

ﬂlppy, can you please wash off the
porch?”
“| already did, Abba.”
“It still looks dirty to me.”
“It must have been the dirty water drip-
ping down from the neighbor’s porch.”

Tzippy’s Abba is upset. He goes storming
up to the neighbor, knocking on the door.

“Did you just wash your porch?”

“Yes.”

“The water spilled down on to my nice
clean porch.”

“This is the tenth time that you have com-
plained about this and | have told you
every time that it is not my problem.”

“If you do not stop this | am going to Beis
Din (Rabbinical Court).”

“Suit yourself.”

Tzippy’s Abba comes downstairs even more
upset. He knows that going to Beis Din is
not easy. But what choice does he have?

“How did it go with the neighbor,
Abba?”

“Not good. | may have to go to Beis Din
to settle this.”

“Really? We were just learning about Beis
Din today in our parasha class.”

“What did you learn, Tzippy?”

“The teacher taught us something that the
Baal HaTurim wrote about the word
mishpatim, in the very first verse. The
letters of the word form an acronym in
Hebrew. ‘The judge is commanded to
make a compromise between the two
parties before he judges.” When you go
to Beis Din, Abba, the first thing that the
Dayan (Rabbinical Judge) will do is try to
reach a compromise between you and
our neighbor.”

“If that is the case, then why don’t | try
to reach a compromise with him? It will
save us a lot of time, expense, aggrava-
tion, and possible sinas chinam (senseless
hatred).”

“Great idea, Abba.”

Tzippy’s Abba goes upstairs with a good
attitude.

“l have an idea. Why don’t we make a
schedule so that you wash your porch
before we wash ours? Then your dirty
water will not fall onto our clean porch.”
“No problem. I'm always ready to com-
promise.”
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Compromise is a wonderful thing. Each side
gives in a little and they come to a settle-
ment. “Esti, it is time to go to sleep.” “I
want to stay up another half hour Imma.”
“That is too late.” “How about another
twenty minutes?” “Esti, make it ten minutes
and we have a deal.” “Okay, Imma. Ten
minutes.” Kinderlach, now is the time to
master the skill of compromising. It may
take some practice, but it is definitely
worthwhile. You will avoid most of life’s
petty arguments. Your life will be much

 more peaceful, happier, and relaxed.
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