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Parashas Kedoshim

Satisfy Your Soul
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What do you think of this wheat
field?”
“It is absolutely magnificent. Just look at
the acres and acres of golden stalks wav-
ing in the wind. What could be more
beautiful?”
“You're right. Who owns this field?”
“A very wealthy man. He owns several
fields in this area. If we walk a short dis-
tance up the road, we can see another
one of his fields.”
“l would love to but | am
very weak. | don’t know if
| can make it.”
“Oy vey. Are you sick?”
“No, just hungry. | have
fallen on hard times and |
just do not have enough
food to feed myself and
my family.”
“Oy va voy. That is
terrible. Come, | will help
you walk. Let’s go see that
other field.”

The two men slowly make
their way up the road.
They reach the other field
and find it full of workers,
busily cutting down the wheat.

“Look, our wealthy friend is harvesting
his crop.”

“Yes, he has enough wheat to feed many
people this winter.”

“My stomach hurts from hunger.”

The workers see the two men standing
near the fence. They can tell that they are
poor and hungry. They approach the
onlookers.

“They are coming toward us. | hope they
do not chase us away. | do not have the
strength to run.”

“You men may come in to the field. We
have finished our work for the day. We
have left the peyos (corners) of the field
uncut, as per the owner’s instructions.
Come and take what you like. Help your-
selves to any wheat that was forgotten or
left behind.”

The two poor men are ecstatic. This is a
dream come true.

“The owner is a very kind man.”

“Yes. He observes Hashem’s commandments
scrupulously. The mitzvos of leket — leaving
behind wheat that has fallen, shichecha —
leaving behind wheat that has been forgot-
ten, and peah — leaving the corners of the
field unharvested, are mentioned in parashas
Kedoshim. You are the benefactors of his
observance of these mitzvos.”

“We appreciate it more than words can
express.”

“The owner of this field also benefits
from leket, shochacha, and peah.”
“Really? In what way? He is losing money

by giving us some of his grain.”

“Yes, but he is gaining much more. The
Sefer HaChinuch (mitzvah 216) explains
that a person who trains himself to give
from his parnassa (livelihood) to needy
people will develop the good middah of
satisfaction. He will be happy and satis-
fied with everything that Hashem has
given him.”

“How does that work?”

“A greedy person wants only to take for
himself. He does not trust that Hashem
will always provide for him, therefore he
wants everything now. He
will  never be satisfied,
because he thinks that he
never has enough.”

“So true.”
“Contrast this with one who
follows Hashem’s

commandments to provide
for the needy. He gives
away part of his parnassa;
the very thing that he thinks
is his. He is acknowledging
that it is all from Hashem. If
it comes from  The
Almighty, it must be
perfectly suited for him.
Therefore he is satisfied
because he is getting exactly
what he needs.”

“You are right. The owner of this field is
gaining much more than he is giving. He
has acquired satisfaction, one of the most
precious commodities on the face of this
earth.”

“May he continue to be satisfied by giv-
ing to others and fulfilling Hashem’s
wishes.”

“Amen.”
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Listen to how people talk. Do they speak
about what they are lacking? Are they
satisfied? Satisfaction is a quality that must
be acquired. It takes work. The Sefer
HaChinuch gives us the key. Give to others
who need. Realize how much you have.
Know that it is all from Hashem. Appreci-
ate that He is taking care of you. He loves
you and provides for you. Feel the deep
satisfaction of being loved by The Al-

Lmighi‘y.

Don’t Hate

“B s

enny, do you want to join us?”
“Where are you going, Chaim?”

“We're on our way to the schoolyard to
play basketball.”

“That sounds great, guys. | can use some
exercise and fresh air.”

“Here comes Joey. Let’s ask him to join

»

us.
Benny forces a smile to his lips.

“To the schoolyard to play basketball.”
“Can | join you?”
“Why not?”

The boys continue on their way to the
schoolyard. Chaim takes Benny aside to
speak privately.

“Benny, do you mind if | ask you some-
thing personal?”

“No, go right ahead Chaim.”

“You did not seem to happy to see Joey.”
“Chaim, you don’t know what he did to
me. | can never forgive him.”

“Did you speak to him about it?”

“No. | just do not want to be his friend. |
can continue to smile and treat him
nicely. But | hate him in my heart.”

“Oy va voy. That’s terrible. The Torah
speaks about this very thing in this week’s
parsha.”

“Really? What does it say?”

“You shall not hate your brother in your
heart” (Vayikra 19:17). The Sefer
HaChinuch (Mitzvah 238) explains that
hatred guarded secretly in the heart is

worse than hatred that you show
openly.”
“Why is that?”

“Hatred in the heart is the source of tre-
mendous evil between people. Fighting
between friends and between brothers is
the result. Even worse, hatred is the root
cause of acts of betrayal.”

“That is truly horrible.”

“Correct Benny. The Sefer HaChinuch
describes betrayal as the lowest and most
revolting of human qualities. Anyone
with common sense is abhorred by it.”

“l get the message. | feel terrible about it.
What can | do to help myself?”

“It’s really very simple, Benny. Do you
know that the Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi
Cohen, thinks very highly of Joey?”
“Really?”

“Joey is a very important person. Doesn’t
that change your whole attitude?”

“Yes.”

“Well, just think about this. Hashem loves
every Jew. He is the Almighty King of
Kings. If He loves Joey, then how can we,
who are like a speck of dust in compari-
son to Hashem, hate him?”

“It doesn’t make sense for me to continue
hating him.”

“Exactly. That is what most hatred is ...
senseless. Benny, it’s time to come to
your senses.”

“No more hatred.”

“Hi Joey.”
“Hi Benny. Where are you guys going?”
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Never hate anyone in your heart. If some-
one wrongs you, try to understand why
he did it. Perhaps he was under pressure.
Maybe he was not feeling well. If you still
don’t like him, try speaking to him about
it. Tell him how you feel. If that does not
help, just remember one thing. Hashem
loves him. How can you hate someone

Lwhom Hashem loves?
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