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Parashas Acharci Mos

What Are Your Intentions?

[11
And you shall guard my chukim (de-

crees) and my mishpatim (laws). You shall
carry them out and live by them. | am
Hashem.” (Vayikra 18:5). This verse is a
bit puzzling. What type of living is it re-
ferring to? Many people live diligently by
Hashem’s decrees and laws; and in the
end, they die and leave this world. What
life do they have after that? The Sifra
informs us that the keeping the mitzvos
gives us eternal life in Olam Habbo — the
World to Come. That is why the verse
ends with the words, “I am Hashem.” |
am faithful to pay the deserved reward
for the mitzvos performed. When? In
Olam Habbo.

The Ramban adds

a compelling
explanation of the
rewards of  Olam
Habbo. He details the
method of how the
reward for the
mitzvos is
calculated. The
eternal life that a person receives for his
mitzvos is dependent upon how well he
prepared for them. There are four levels
of preparation, beginning from doing
mitzvos only to receive reward, and go-
ing all the way up to thinking only about
the Creator and fulfilling His Will. Along
these lines, the more that his intentions
are li'shaim Shomayim (for the sake of
Heaven) the more reward he will receive.

A person may go through the day and
perform many, many mitzvos. He prays
by saying the words of the siddur with
kavannah (intention). Does he have in
mind that he is talking to his Creator? He
gives tsedaka to a poor person. Does he
realize that he is easing that person’s suf-
fering? A person learns Torah. Does he
think that he is learning the Devar
Hashem - the Almighty’s words and
thoughts? All these are part of a person’s
kavannah when doing a mitzvah. Every
mitzvah can forge a close connection
between us and our Father in Heaven.
Some mitzvos — prayers and blessings —
give us the privilege of speaking to Him.
Others — learning and teaching Torah —
allow us to listen to His Word. We also
have the merit of helping Hashem’s cho-
sen people — our fellow Jews — with
mitzvos of gemilus chassodim (acts of
kindness). When we carry out justice ac-
cording to Torah law, we bring peace
into the world. Every mitzvah is a won-
derful opportunity to get closer to
Hashem.

Rav Avigdor Miller expands upon this
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point. If we think about what we are
doing all of the time, we can find a way
to get closer to Hashem in all of our daily
activities. A person who has a business
and employs twenty people can think, “I
am working to make money.” If so, he
will make the money, but nothing more.
However, he can think, “I am working to
provide a parnassa (livelihood) to twenty
families. They all have food, shelter,
health care, tuition, and all of their needs
supplied from the salary that | give
them.” He then receives the mitzvah of
supporting these families from his work.
Their Torah and mitzvos are in his merit.
What a difference a little kavannah can
make! When a person sits down to eat,
he can think, “l am hungry and need to
eat.” When he eats, he does nothing
more than satisfy his
desires. Alterna-
tively, he can have a
¢ much higher inten-
tion, “l am eating to
strengthen my
body to serve
Hashem  better.”
Eating then be-
comes a mitzvah.
When a person lies
his head down to sleep, he can think that
he must sleep because he is tired. How-
ever, if he thinks that he is resting his
body to have the strength to serve the
Creator, he gets a mitzvah! With the
proper intention, a person’s life can be
fulfilled with mitzvos every minute of
every day! What a wonderful life! What a
paradise of being close to Hashem! “In all
of your ways know Him” (Mishlei 3:6). It
all depends upon your intention.
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Think about what you are doing! Are you
just walking to school? Or, are you getting
fresh air, exercise, and taking in the
beauty of the wonders of Hashem’s
world? It all depends on your intention.
Are you learning for a test to get a good
mark, which will get you honor and rec-
ognition? This is important; however, do
not forget that the Torah that you are
learning is the Devar Hashem. It was
given at Har Sinai and is our privilege to
learn and fulfill. As we said, eating, drink-
ing, sleeping, and other activities that
strengthen our bodies all help us to serve
the Almighty. Honoring and helping other
people makes their life easier, more pleas-
ant, and elevates their spirit. What a mitz-
vah! Kinderlach, think about your activi-

\ties. and turn everything into a mitzvah! v

The Best Motivation

“D
o not act like the people of Mitz-

raim ... and the people of Canaan...”
(Vayikra 18:3). The Kesav Sofer has a

novel explanation of this verse. We are
being cautioned against performing mitz-
vos in the same manner as the Mitzrim
and Canaanim. They also have their gov-
ernments, which lay down commands for
the good of society. They follow them in
order to be able to live together in peace
and pursue their desires. Our command-
ments were given to us by Hashem. We
must observe them for one reason alone
— because they are the Will of The Al-
mighty.

The Ramban elaborates on this point.

He lists four levels of motivation for do-
ing a mitzvah, and the reward of each
one. He bases this on the verse, “You
shall keep My statutes and laws...and
thereby live” (Vayikra 18:5). The Medrash
Toras Kohanim relates that the verse is
referring to eternal life in Olam Habbo
(the World to Come). The quality of life
that a person receives from his mitzvos
depends upon the amount of preparation
that he has invested. One who performs a
mitzvah shelo lishma (not for Hashem’s
sake); rather for the sake of receiving a
prize, will receive his prize. He will live a
long life in this world, with wealth, pos-
sessions, and honor. The next higher
level, is one who toils in mitzvos in order
to receive a good portion in Olam
Habbo. He is serving Hashem from fear,
and in that merit, he will be saved from
the harsh judgment of gehennom. Level
number three, are those who serve
Hashem from love. They toil in mitzvos
in this world out of a pure desire to come
close to The Holy One. They will live a
good life in this world, and their reward
will be complete in the next world. The
highest level are the ones who abandon
all of the temptations of this world. They
conduct themselves as completely spiri-
tual beings, without a body. All of their
thoughts are about Hashem. They are like
Eliyahu HaNovi, who lives forever in his
body. Therefore, the Torah, when men-
tioning the reward for mitzvos, mentions
“life” several times, and in various forms.
The type of life that you will receive de-
pends upon your motivation and prepa-
ration for the mitzvah.
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We all want to do our mitzvos in the best
way possible with the highest motivations.
Hashem promises great rewards for mitz-
vos, and that is a good reason to do them.
Fear of Heavenly punishment is an even
better motivation. Loving Hashem, want-
ing to please Him and get close to Him is
even more praiseworthy. Finally, we have
those holy beings like Eliyahu HaNovi
who achieve total unity with The Creator.
Strive for the highest level that you can,
kinderlach. Mitzvos give us life. Choose

Lthe best quality of life.

Kinder Torah © Copyright 2016 < All rights reserved to the author Simcha Groffman < Telephone: (02) 585-2216
Kinder Torah is distributed each week in many cities around the world.
All contributions are deductible from Maaser Kesafim. #911#




::1"7 h‘t:ﬁw

© A MR noha

T1'02

J1'22 02217 DNO ONX OXN DY DNXY 772 2V 122N

99 0721 D20VN72 ,NY 1NIX DOXIY ONX DX IX 27907
D712 DNX DX .7121122 120 220 27X 29231 71 28 X120
227 2772127 71222 DIONX NIrY 210 18 2222 17 27 110220
227 X D7TA12 DNXY NNNNY INJKN 2X X, TIXNA 212N 1
197 .7/27221 (NN THA22 122 X1 100 °D 72 N7 X .7
DX TNPINAN TIINX TN2W01 NI ,17NK 129X — 127/aX 1208
DWIXD T122 N2 .X 20 DX TIAV2 112 MV"DA 210 12913
0N NX 1172121721 DX 72223 ,0070 2V 12272 012 N1
VA 201,01V DNXY 772 2V 12L°0 02" 0721 1083 X
nnsns 1o

\ S

N
...07 07>

mae mMana

XIPM) .. VID YK NPYNDT LLIVN KD L.DMIYN YR NynD"
DMNNN 12X .0 21099 TN A9 XN 1910 anon (A ,n™
N DN D2 :DIYIDN DMNNAN IND N¥NN DR 0DMpPH KO
WNY1 0IyIDM DMNY¥AN .NN2ANN D210 O'pIN 1Wapy DY
DY NX PO %A TN NN 1901 1D NHX DPINY
— 7292 NNX NN DNMPY DY "N NXN DN 125 DINN X

MNp¥onD

S¥ M2NT VAR S NN XN XN O NTMpa NNoA 1"anin
5V DKM MN8N NMPya o
nX DNMn1" NNX NNR 9D
NPV WX 092N DX MNIpin
n™ XIpM) "DN2 M DTRN DNIX
"DN2 "M"Y X1 0'IND NN TN (N
12NN K .xan 0%wH NN
O MApya Pap DTXY DNN 0Y ¢
NYPENN DTN 15N 1D Nisnn |
moar m¥nY NDNa ypeny
XON ,NnYY XOW nm¥n Dvpny
nX 223,09 DapH nan Sy
ODNX O"N N XN :DNON
SNV M X8¥N1 N NN122 N20TA . TADQ Aaya L, nm DDA
,AXTM "N NXR TV XN XN D21y 210 PHN SRS 1D Mikna
O'X¥N1 NN N2NTA DN D N1TR 28I XN N NIDn
N 02152 NI¥NA D'ony 0N .N2ANKN "N X DTV NO9X
D0 O"N TN DN .N"2APD 2PNNY NNV MK I¥Y 1NN
NNAN NANTA XN 021y D2 DY N DDA N 0Y1vA
02NN ,Nm D21WN MN'O 90 NX D'ANYY NSX 0'R¥N1 N
DN DN"MANN 9D .92 22 ;"N DMINN DMIXD 0NN N
AWK ,2'9Y 19122 DD N ,XMDIN INOKD DT 0N LN HY
NND "D"N" NDMN DX NYDmM ,NNYNY DN DX NYINN DM
MON DN DO DTRY DN A0 . NIMIKA ,0MyY9 NNl
MY 525 Ny XN MIDN21 DTN S nanda

... 0P 07

120 OV 12 12100 N7182 AN DX D722 0817 12210
1210 120 i, N8R0 OV 27 1D M'022 1.0 1oVIN
20X .01 TV 1210 1IN0 X7 DTN 172 &2V TNON . )AY22
72N X7 'OX 22NN21 (212'22) 12187 X VAN 181,10
NAX2 DT DWIX 112 &7 ,910221 .01 TIV 27 NAY/2 IXT
X2 OV DAY TNTNX DK/ NATTA2 VIANK X230 172X 1720
LOX QIXK/D 01210 DNXY 12 112270 1AT7 DX 19X
1902 12100 07NN JN2'X2 1702 .07 132 112012 NsAN .0 70!

mIa2 MmN

NI DTXN DNIX NPV WX 090 DX NIipin X Dnnea”
= "DNa N" .N vn N 109 L('N,N™ XpM) N oax DNa
my¥n Sy MATOP2 DN D'WAIX N2TN 272171 07N 10 NrK2
19°X .021WN N DM DMU91 DN DNMN Mo Ipim D
YN NMPY ynnyn X190NN 212N JNXY DN gr 0N
O™NON PIDONY NQON 11 ,X2N 01V N¥1 N2 1NIX DD
D212 2NN .On¥nn Sy Dy DO Kl - "N ax" 0'ona

Rah]

019N XN .X2N 0D21Y2 DN XY D11 120N 9'0IN 1"'ann
5V D2pn DTXNY NYIN "N .NNYAN DY DN DK DMANN YD
VIIX 121 .0TRN DND 10NN N1DNN TN D™MSN TNk
TV ,019 2P Nan Sy mi¥nn 0rpn NN ,N1DN Sy maT
,NF 9% 1180 0P DV XM2AN SV P NawNn NN Nkn 0rpo
572 MDY D 0"y DY N XN DTN D Ny 50D

.DXNN2

559NN XN N¥N TIXN N2N 0D"PO1 0N DX N2V 21D DTN
D8V XN 1D DY 2RIN XN OXN X ;N0 TN NN
12 DY 2N XN DX VO NPTY M XN AN DY 12N
XIN OXD ;NN T XN ?DTX MK S 1920 DY Spn x\inw
N2 RATRPN S MAT DX - 'NQT DX TN XN 0 SV apin
XN AWKRD DTN S 1Mnon PN NN DIk n9X 9D 2N

MR NN21D2 N¥N %D AN 0mpn

1

e NIDI NX 119 NMipravnn — N0
¢ NN TN — NNNX ONX 12T
yinws 119 NMMyoxn — DMNNXD NNXIM
Yy "DH NIDmM D2 119 ¥ 02T DX
,SONIPN M0 1NKD NN DV
nmona S MmN NIy8SNXA
D DY DWW 12X XD .07TON
DY 0NN 12X ,NMNN 09PN
nnTm XN mM¥n 92 .0%9H
XN N2 TR 2pNnD NRD9)

, maN o T P
‘11 * ‘l ni>on - nugn v .Dowaw
o = T T
) pe

NN Y DMPIN 128 OX P NP2 2NN D897 TAAX 20N
N 5% 2PNN% T XKD D010 12X R 9D DAY 1INIRY
DTV DY POYNN POV Sya .Nmr-orn 1mviys Y02
DX XN ,ND NMpn2a ".oD NMNNS 1D Ta X" 2N H1o
X" 2N 02 21D XN X 2N DT XD X 9000 DX N
O%w/N "IXY 10PN NIN9YN DMy NDIND poO0H 1D Tay
XY D1 TN 1D, X197 190 ,N0NN 01X DND po0on 0N
noMN S ¥R 0"pPOY N0 XN T nawnna ".onmDy
DNMIX D NN¥NN NINNT ,NTAY NMvY¥NXa 19X MNowna

JANIDTY MNRN NIN9YN DMy

5V D'apny 1own 21 Nm LN yn DYWpen LD D NN
2N 21D XN ,21DKY QpMNn DX XD 1D 2py nnsnn
AN DAY XD XIN 501X XN XD TR O1DKD N Ay ax”
NN M2 12T MONNY DA 21D XN X NNRN D190 RN
210 'N NX YD DI YT 912 NX PN YT DOIX X" AN
2D DTN IWKRD .NNYY 92 NN¥NY IR N291IN NDDXN AN,
NXIN DX X ;MY XN D 1D 2N XNy 2wnD 210 XN e
AXQ DX TIAWD MD 1% At T ND 192% 1M XNy wne
D'o1 DTX S M0 ,1D1 DMANDNN IWKRD N8N N0 XN
DN 12K DM Or 922 ,va YA 502 Nuvnd 0O'kOn NN
Ywn) "NYT T 522" 'Y NAR S 1TV 1A Nk DR 9]

N2 5N 50N (0,

.02-585-2216 :50 ¢ 1729172 NNAY ,12NNA5 NINAL N1 22 2 1"'VYD @ 7.7:5 57477

.7-65631-5 n"n IX17TA 71232 TP (102 NIAIIA L2101 YIXA Y9142 3325 NTANT
Innsn% 1510 0903 WYAN YIIDND IWOX 7125 NTANI"S DINIA JDI




	08Acharei Mos 2016.pdf
	08Acharei Mos heb 2016

