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A Small Family
Gathering

u
l{inderlach, please come gather to-

gether in the Succah. We want to say
farewell to our beloved Succah before the
end of the chag.”

“Abba, if today is the last day of Succos,
then tomorrow is not Succos. Why is to-
morrow called Shemini Atzeres — the
eighth day? It sounds like it is a continua-
tion — the eight day of Succos.”

“That is a very astute question, Chaim.
Shemini Atzeres is actually a completely
separate holiday. When | make Kiddush
tonight, |1 will b’ezras Hashem, say the
beracha ‘shehecheyanu’. This beracha is
only said on something new; therefore we
see that Shemini Atzeres is a new holiday.”
“Can you please explain the purpose of
this holiday to us, Abba? Also, what is the
connection between the holiness of the
day, which is mentioned in the Torah,
and the custom to finish reading the Sefer
Torah, which originated in the time of
the Gaonim?”

“Your scholarly questions reflect a real
desire to understand the depth of this
chag, Avi. Rav Chaim Friedlander has a
fascinating explanation of this very special
day. It will answer all of your questions.”
“We can hardly wait, Abba.”

“Rashi’s commentary on the Chumash
(Bamidbar 29:35) states, ‘Stay with Me a
little longer.” We have come close to our
Father in Heaven for the months of Elul
and Tishrei. We have gained immeasura-
bly from this intimate relationship. Now
the last chag is coming to a close. Hashem
expresses His affection, ‘It is difficult for
Me to part with you. Stay one more day.’
This request is compared to a King mak-
ing a big feast for all of his servants. The
last day he says to his most beloved sub-
ject, ‘Make a small private meal so that |
can enjoy your company.””

“Abba, how does a small private meal
make it easier to part ways? And how
does it show the King’s love more than a
big feast?”

“Excellent question, Shoshie. Let us com-
pare the big feast to a wedding. The
baalei-simcha, the parents of the chosson
and kallah, invite all of their friends and
family to a huge seudah. One of the pur-
poses is to strengthen their connections
with the friends and distant relatives.
Contrast this with the small seudas sheva
berachos. This is very often just for close
family members. They do not need a big
fancy meal to strengthen the love be-
tween them. They are already beloved,
and get together to share the warmth of
their relationship. Similarly, it is the inti-
macy of the small seudah of Shemini Atz-

eres that celebrates the great love be-
tween Hashem and His chosen nation.”
“Wow, Abba. | never realized that
Shemini Atzeres was such a special day.
However, does this small seudas preida
(meal of separation) really ease the sor-
row of parting ways after so much time
together? And what is the connection to
finishing the Torah?”

“Leah, the answers to both of your ques-
tions is one. What forges that close inti-
mate connection that we have with our
Creator? The Torah. We say this every
night in the evening prayers. ‘With an
eternal love You have loved the House of
Israel. (Therefore) Torah and command-
ments, decrees and judgments You have
taught us.” The Torah is the purpose of our
life; it is the source of our connection to
Hashem. He revealed His will to us, and
therefore He delights (so to speak) in our
learning and fulfilling it. Speaking and un-
derstanding the holy words of the Torah
has a direct powerful influence from the
Almighty onto our

neshamos  (souls).
Therefore, the
connection

between  Shemini

Atzeres and finishing
the Torah is clear. By
finishing the Torah with great
celebration and simcha, we
demonstrate our immense
love for Hashem by rejoicing with

the very thing that brings us close to Him.
It is clear that the seudah of Shemini Atz-
eres is not a seudas preida at all! Our Sages
say, ‘Yisrael, vi’Oraysa, vi’Kudshu Breech
Hu, chad hu — Klal Yisrael, the Torah, and
The Holy One, Blessed be He, are Onel’
We cling to Hashem by learning His To-
rah! We finish it, and commit to learning it
anew with a deeper understanding. This
will forge a deeper connection between us
and our Father in Heaven.”

a*T1

Kinderlach . . .

What a special day! Shemini Atzeres is the
day when we gather everything that we
have gained since Rosh Chodesh Elul, rejoice
over it with the Torah, and use it to propel
us into a revitalized, closer relationship with
Hashem in the new year. See how much we
can accomplish in this day! See how happy
this day is! See how this day is full of a deep
love between us and Hashem! Enjoy Shemini
Atzeres, kRinderlach. Enjoy your closeness to
HaKadosh Boruch Hu.

ing of the word “yedid”, yud-daled-yud-
daled, reveals its meaning. The word
“yad” (hand) is spelled yud-daled.
“Yedid” is the word “hand” repeated
twice. A handshake, one hand clasping
the other, is a sign of closeness between
two people. Hand clasping hand; that is
the symbol of the closeness to Hashem
that Binyamin was blessed with.

The Sifrei  expounds on this idea.

Binyamin was dear to Hashem. We see
that he was called yedid. The King has
many people that He cherishes, however
the yedid is the most beloved of all.
There are six who are called
yedidim...Yisrael are called yedidim. We,
the Jewish people, have this special status
of being beloved to Hashem.

Does this sound familiar? It should. The

month of Elul is spelled aleph-lamed-vuv-
lamed. Those letters form an acronym of
the words of the verse, “Ani li’dodi v’dodi
i [ am my
Beloved’s, and my
Beloved is mine]
(Shir HaShirim 6:3).
The word “dodi”
has the same root as

“yedid” - beloved. Our Be-
loved One is Hashem. We are
beloved to Him, and He is Be-
loved to us. This has been the
theme of our Avodas Hashem since the
beginning of the month of Elul. We are His
yedidim; therefore, we have the opportu-
nity to become very close to Him. The door
is open. We only need to walk in. He will
receive us with open arms. For every small
step that we take closer to Hashem, He
takes giant steps closer to us. For we are
limited physical beings, and our steps are
small. He is the Almighty, who has unlim-
ited power to give. We have worked on
becoming closer to Hashem through te-
shuva, tefillah, mitzvos, and celebration of
the Holy Days, our appointed times with
Him. These are not merely external actions,
but ways to bring Hashem deep into our
hearts. That is the true avodah.

Yedid Hashem

w
To Binyamin he (Moshe Rabbeinu) said,

‘Yedid Hashem...'” (Devarim 33:12).
What is this blessing of Yedid Hashem that
the tribe of Binyamin received? The spell-
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Today is the last day - Shemini Atzeres.
Today is the culmination of our special
time with Hashem, which began on Rosh
Chodesh Elul. Today we dance, sing, and
rejoice with the Torah, Hashem’s most
precious gift to His most precious people.
Today is our final chance to show our
yedidus. The matter is identified by its end-
ing. How will you “sign off” the Yemei
Ratzon? Kinderlach, show Hashem how
much you love Him, how you cannot bear
to part with Him. End on a strong note
today, and take the inspiration with you
into the winter months ahead.

Kinder Torah o Copyright 2015 % All rights reserved to the author Simcha Groffman < P.O.B. 5338, Jim, 91052, Israel %+ Tel: (02) 585-2216
Kinder Torah is distributed each week in many cities around the world. Subscribe for yourself or sponsor your shul. 120 per year.
All contributions are deductible from Maaser Kesafim. #882#




33-.7 n—rAﬁl

1'02

© OO0 NXTI W9

SXWN) "IN TN NN M2 XTI RN DX 1NX
mysnx 'Na Op2T X (10N TNX — XN N2 TN NOinm
NNIX TINS5 DANNA1 ,NINN DX DMWoN 1IX NN TN
AN TIY PO X DT 02T AN NPy N1ana L wTNn

.O0™"MMPAY 12X 12 111 piny

v 0P D707

22 X 08227 13X 12 D17 X7 NISY 292K 1T 015X
DYV NOX DAL 2V D'NAK 219X /TN /X7 IX1A 1ANY 1)
Dw/TINA DON2 X D722 "7 0DN2 O'ANKA1 000

X7 .102NNA ANY Y AY/TNN N2 7 0Y N0 TV 02172]
A80r 7D X IXIN DA D1 ArX X 108002 202 1007042
LISV 0 1202 1020 10 P25 1072 APy 020X XoA
IXIN 102 1T22 1N272/2 11203 120 .02 017!

T

NXM No1an Nn .Q™ A" 0MaT) LD T nk bt
Yy N%mn N T - A bapy
2 T DNYND CT-Tomvnpn Sy NTyn
DWIX Y 2 NP HN0 XN DWIR "W

N9 M2 Sy Naps Hnon Xim -

XY A2 21N" .0 Y N9 Moon
2N (O)Pn%) X NNy ipn? T
OXW DT XIPI N T 010N
Tnyn v Oxps DyH 110 DT IR

.('N%) D1pn D'2an NN S AN

N MY XN 71011 DD ynwa N 2 DRN
MTH X" S NN WX XN "R .0m
mx "I (2 DN ) MD T
1IX 200X XN N 2NK - T InD i
D02OY VN NN Q0NK XM TINX
P P01 1T R DK TN by N DMy
,AMN9 NYTN O 2PN NNoxN 119
123 NI ,010N% XN NPV 1OV 501
XY 0P TY¥ DD TAD .MNN9 mynn
PV TTYY DAY XN OR 2pNND T DRy
LM MY IR DX 2pnnh D
ATPN XN .0N0P DN TTYR 1021 ,0M0n
1TV .NND N2 M52 NYID 1D M ,1NK¥YA1 1201 XN N2
OP1 MIXA ,N29N ,NMIPN MYSAXD TOX 2pNnD *TD nwp
DOOT XOX NN MDD P01 DX NOX .DTVINM DN
JNMKN N NTAY NI N OX piny N"fpn DX NN

. DT DT

S XN XIN Dr0 .ISY A — 1NX0 010 X0 010

YXI2 N200K N9I2N , N2 N27%2 2 107 NTNIAN N9
12027 ,17102 DNAK) DY 077217 19X 017 . 219X /TN
. 2212 Y2 AV N2 2101 ) DY N2 NP0
.90 DN XY ITTN DX 112 1IX 12 A210X0 T2 TN
D72, 187 V2P IX ATDN T8O 1910 DK OV X720 12T 20
D817 027X 7/22 , X 02271X ONX 722 121X 202!
,'N2 10272 S X2 DX N9I2NN NIX 1310 1237 T19%12
0°X27 QNNN WTIN2 N2XN DY 2K AXWAN NIX 02,2V 1021
12105 172V

nnnawvn nmyvo

NNDIDN TIONH DN 11X .ND102 NpAd 1D0XNN DT
".ANN 910 195 ,N21INKN

X2 70D NN X MDD S NNXN 0PN XN 0N OX ,XAX"
19°XD — NYY " NN 5 2NN DD 1D DX V1T .MD10
"?2MD10N AN S¥ N DN NNKA XN

NIRY " 0N .00 0% NINAXN 1D DX NIRINN NOxe 1"
72X QYN PTRPX NV ORI N2 TI91 AN D¥VA XN
1NX ROM TN N2T DY P DNX T D72 amnne! No1a
" TON TN AN XN MXY ey XN

12 WpN NN — DA ?XAX ,NM 2NN NNV NX 129 10N IR
NXMP DX D0 NN 2% ,NTN2 1D 0N NenTp
"?2D1IXAN NOIPNA W TNNNY AN ,NNN

2NN PRIV DX TAND NNXR N8N ANRY RN IR Nioren”
O MM Myn 120N Br 1TI%T9 0TN 21D NMAX Nm
".0DMYXY DD DY Ny 120N Nt Tnm
"MMX VINg/2 NN I¥Ipa 008N 12Nax"

("% ,0"2> 12TN2) NN 'wN S wnol”
120N AN MO MNIX (7122D) N K]
MX% Mmpnn My oyn % 1ovnn!
NN 022 MM 219X N Dway
Nnyd am NanNpn DN NOIyNn TN
NX XLan 'm ,0roH NNXN ANN VAN
Swn '.DONT™9 DY nwp' 15X 1NaNX
JNwN 92% AT NnTVO Ny \%nS
Wy IR MK XN NNKN DM
".0DN NINXK T NIVP NTIVD

5V MOND1 NIVP NTIVD NYPNR TYD XX
S 1N2NKR NX NXLIN XN T 209N
"?N21TA NTIyon N )onn

5V M1TY Dipna oy NMNn nbOxp!
Yya .nann 5y 12T Nan LN%1TA NTVo
2 NX DM ,N%oM NNN MIN,NNNYNn
NNX  .PIV-NTIVOY  DNMDM - DNy
DNAMYpR NX P XN NTvoa NNonn
'OV .ODINNN DN DY DT DY
X' ,NDNQ VA NTIVDY NN Nk
nNownY p1 DNy9H — NRY¥NI¥n NTMyo
NIXI9N NTIVOY DPIpr DN X .N2ANpn
72D 0N .DNMMA NANRN DX PN D
nnann NN D TN D'O0XNA DM ,DMINXT DX
MNY YY NNYNINAN NTYON XPNT 2% NNiT2 .DNMInR
".AN22N Ny MY NP NN N2ANKN DX NIXRVAN NKY
NTIYD DXN X .02 DD TN O XN NKY 1wy "Ny T K"
N2 MY MNX NTI9N S YN NX N0'WNNn NNXA T N9
"?N7NN D1'O 2% N2 WP NN TN At NN

PN DX PINN NN C.NNK XN MNIDKRY MY Nawnn Nk
,22AMyn N5'9N2 Q7Y 221 .NINN 212X DY 119 R 2Npn
NN (1221) NaNX Ry xRt M 021 NANX' DMNIK 1N
;"N NYODN XN NINN LT 10MIK D'09Y/N1 DpPIN NNy
AN DX 115 0D NN N DY 1% NMNEpRnn Ipn XN
D'N"pPN1 NTINN DX DAY 1IXD NN (910'2D) XN 200
5V N"apnn NyswnH NN DNI2AM NN M2ATA N2T LANIX
M2 NN NNN/S MIYY "y 2 WP NYD INine)
NX D'X0QN 12X ,NTP21 NN NTINN DXMpP DX 122702
JOX 1NN 2PN 12T DNAY 1R ,TIVI MY ND1TAN 12NaNK
5"tN 19921 990 N9 NTIVD NIK NIYY "Ny NTIVOY N2

91052 D-' ,5338 . 7.1 02-585-2216 :20 : }29172 NNAL , 12022 NN DD 22 1 1"Ven © 7JJ'7 nTani

IS 120 )5 NDID 11725 IX JANYS 9725 NTANN"S 132 N .YIXD YOI3 7322 NTA
Innsp? 190 .000 WA 11902 WOX 320 NTAM"2 DININ 90D .7-65631-5 1" IXITA 2122 T9N2 1N AN




	12Vizos Habracha 2015.pdf
	12Vizos Habracha heb 2015

