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It Doesn’t Cost You
Anything

u
Please. come in to my house. Would

you like a cool drink? How about some-
thing to eat?”
“Thank you very much. | am quite thirsty
and hungry.”

The two men strike up a conversation and
the homeowner soon realizes that the
other man is in dire straits.

“Please, 1 would like you to join me this
Shabbos. | am having a few guests, and |
think that you will enjoy the company.”
“Thank you so much.”

The guest arrives shortly before Shabbos
and finds a house full of guests. Each one
enters very hungry, and leaves happy and
satisfied.

“Thank you very
much, sir. | enjoyed
your hospitality
tremendously.”

“l enjoyed having you
as my guest. Please
come again. All of he
people that you see
here are regular guests
in my home. You can
join us any time that
you like.”

And so, the man
becomes a regular
guest at the home of o
his generous benefactor. One day, the
homeowner’s son asks his father a pointed
question.

“Abba, we have so many guests. Are you
ever afraid of not having enough money
to feed all of them? You also have to
support our family. You never seem to
worry about parnassa (livelihood) at all.
What is your secret?”

The father listens carefully. He sees the
opportunity to teach his son an important
principle in emunah. And so, he begins
telling him a story.

u
Avi, at one time | worked for a very

big company. | was a member of the sal-
ary budget committee. We had the re-
sponsibility of deciding how much money
to allocate to each department in the
company. Once a year, we had a big
meeting. We would review each depart-
ment. Some departments had more em-
ployees, some had less. We allocated the
yearly budget to each department-head
according to the number of employees
and their salaries. One who had more

employees got more money; one who
had fewer employees got less. The budget
that the department-head received was
not his money. It was the company’s
money, put in his custody, to pass on to
the employees.”
“l see, Abba.”
“That is the way it is in our home. We
have many poor people who are depend-
ent upon us. They are compared to the
employees in the company. We are like
the department-head. Hashem commands
us to take care of them. ‘If there shall be a
destitute person among you... you shall
not harden your heart or close your hand
to your destitute brother. Rather, you shall
open your hand to him’ (Devarim 15:7,8).
The Mishna also teaches us, “The door of
your home should be opened wide. You
should treat poor people as if they were
members of your family’ (Pirkei Avos 1:5).
Hashem could not possibly obligate a per-
son to fulfill a mitzvah without giving him
the means to do it.
From where do we
get the money to feed
the poor people?
Once a year, on Rosh
Hashanah,  Hashem
decides how much
parnassa our family
will receive. The more
people that we
support, including
poor people, the
more parnassa He
must budget to us.
. The company fol-
lowed the same principle. The parnassa is
not our money. He just leaves it in our
custody to pass on to those in our ‘de-
partment.””*

n
Abba, you really have a lot of emunah.

How do you give so easily and freely? Do
you have any tips to help me strengthen
my emunah?”

“The Dubner Maggid has a very powerful
piece of advice, Avi. We should conduct
ourselves as the people did in the times of
the Beis HaMikdash. A farmer had to give
maaser (one tenth of his crop) to the
Levi. Once the farmer piled up his pro-
duce and smoothed out the pile, it be-
came forbidden to eat. It was called tevel.
He first needed to set aside the trumah
for the Kohen and the maaser for the
Levi. Only then, was he allowed to eat
the rest. When the Levi came to take the
maaser, the farmer had no problem giv-
ing it to him. ‘Here it is, waiting for you.
Please take it.” That is how we should
conduct ourselves with our parnassa. As
soon as we receive money, we should set
aside a portion for poor people. Then
when they come to ask for money, we

have no problem giving. We pull out the
tsedaka envelope and say, ‘Here is your
money. Please take it.”*

“That is wonderful, Abba. | hope to reach
your level of emunah, and also have a
house full of guests.”

“May Hashem grant your wish, Avi.”

Kinderlach . . .

We are all department-heads in Hashem’s
company. We have a budget. How big is
our budget? As big as the number of peo-
ple that we are responsible for. If we take
more people into our department, our
budget will grow. Our department is the
chessed department and our employees
are the poor people that we care for. Why
should we close our hand to them? Why
should we refuse to give them money
from the budget? It is not our money
anyway. It does not cost us anything.
Rather, we should generously open our
hand and give Hashem’s money to them.

*Based on a parable of the Dubner Maggid.

A Pure Heart

The end of the parasha recounts the laws

of the Shalosh Regalim (Three Pilgrimage
Festivals). Nowadays our tefillos (prayers)
substitute for the service in the Beis
HaMikdash. “Purify our hearts to serve
you in truth” is a phrase mentioned in the
prayers of these days. We serve Hashem
by doing mitzvos. We can have many
thoughts on our mind at the time we per-
form a mitzvah. We ask Hashem to make
all of our thoughts and intentions only for
the sake of His Holy Name. The mitzvah
should be done totally for His sake.

A similar idea is expressed earlier in the

parasha. “Do the good and straight (act)
in the eyes of Hashem your G-d”
(Devarim 12:28). Rashi relates that tov
(good) is in eyes of Heaven, and yashar
(straight) is in the eyes of man. The Ma-
haral explains that tov refers to something
that is intrinsically good, although it may
not look that way to the outside world.
However, Hashem sees into a person’s
heart and knows if the act is truly good.
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“A poor person is coming this way, asking
for tsedaka. | hope he doesn’t see me. Oh
well. He saw me. Here he comes.” “I'm
collecting for ...” “Okay, okay. You don’t
have to explain. Here’s your tsedaka.
Bye.” Is that leiv tahor (a pure heart)? Did
you do that mitzvah with only the purest
intentions? How should we give tsedaka
to poor people? With a smile. “Thank you
sir, for bringing me a big mitzvah!”
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