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How Do You Ask?

mma, I'm home from school and I'm
starved. Give me food!”

Chaim’s mother is a bit startled by her
son’s abruptness. She realizes that Chaim
needs a lesson in how to make a request.
However, first things first. When a person
is hungry, it is more difficult for him to
hear words of tochacha (correction). She
puts the food in front of him; he makes his
blessings, and hungrily eats.

“Mmmm, these hamburgers are delicious,
Imma. Thank you very much. | was so
hungry.”

“My pleasure, Chaim. May | share a few
words of Torah with you from this
week’s parasha?”

“l always love your Divrei Torah, Imma.”
“Thank you, Chaim. We know that
Miriam was stricken with tsoraas because
she spoke loshon hora about Moshe Rab-
beinu. Moshe was concerned for her, so
he offered a short prayer for her recov-
ery. ‘Please Hashem, heal her now!
(Bamidbar 12:13). Moshe could have just
said the words, ‘Heal her now.” Why did
he add, ‘Please Hashem’? Rashi answers
this question with the words of the Sifrei.
The Torah is coming to teach us derech
eretz (proper conduct). Before asking
someone for something, one should say a
few words of supplication. The Even Ezra
comments that

Moshe was
praising the
Almighty.

‘You, Who
have the

power to do
so, please heal
her now.” The
Sforno explains
that he was
making a hum-
ble request.
Rav Zalman
Sorotzkin  in-
terprets this as
a plea for
mercy. The
Ohr HaChaim calls it an appeal to
Hashem’s attribute of kindness. The
common denominator of all of these me-
forshim is that a person should humble
himself before making a request. This is
very sensible, because the person making
the request is lacking something. The
other person can provide it for him. In
that way, the provider is his superior.
Should he not humble himself before one
who is greater than he is?”

“l understand, Imma. And | get the mes-
sage. | am sorry. | was abrupt when |

came in the door a few minutes ago. You
always make such delicious and nutritious
food for me. | really appreciate it. Please
forgive me.”

“l forgive you 100%, Chaim. And | ad-
mire you for recognizing your mistake.
You have shown me that you possess real
derech eretz.”

“Thank you Imma. | learned it from

”

you.
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How do we ask for things? With derech
eretz. A few words of humility should pre-
cede the request. “Please may | have...”
“You are so Rind...” “l appreciate what
you do for me...” Derech eretz is a way of
life. It applies to everything we do. An
ehrlich (refined) person does everything
with derech eretz. The way he walks,
speaks, prays, eats, handles business af-
fairs, and relates to his family, colleagues,
neighbors, and friends all show his consid-
eration. Kinderlach let us all work on
making derech eretz our derech in life.

Heart and Mind

The man awoke early in the morning,

ready to begin his day. He reached down
for the basin of water that his servant had
prepared for him the night before. The
moment the servant heard the water
splashing he entered, smiled happily, and
brought his
master a warm
towel to dry his
hands. As his
master washed
himself, the
servant pre-
pared the
clothes for the
day - freshly
laundered and
ironed, along
with brightly
shined  shoes.
He then went
on to cook a
delicious  and
nutritious breakfast for his beloved mas-
ter. He prepared his briefcase with all of
the things that his master would need for
the day. And so, he wished his master
success, and watched him drive away.
Once he was out of sight, the servant got
busy. Today was “window washing” day.
He rotated the heavy cleaning jobs, one
every other day, finishing the entire house
every two months. He knew that his mas-
ter liked everything sparkling clean and
orderly, therefore he looked for ways to
please him. When he saw a new cleaner

or polish in the store, he would buy it,
clean, and polish just to please his master.
He would spend a lot of time thinking of
more efficient ways to organize the
house. When he saw a new organization
tool in the store, he would buy it — just to
please his master. In short, the servant’s
thoughts were always on his master. He
was always doing things to give pleasure
to his master, and he was ecstatically
happy about it. He loved his master and
only desired to please him.
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It is not so with My servant Moshe; in

My entire house he is the trusted one”
(Bamidbar 12:7). What is “Hashem’s
house”? How did Moshe Rabbeinu earn
the title of “trusted one”? The Ben Ish
Chai relates that “Hashem’s house” refers
to the heart and mind. These are the two
parts of a person upon which The Al-
mighty can rest his Shechina (Divine Pres-
ence). The mind is the source of chochma
— wisdom, and the heart is the source of
kavannah - intention. For every deed
that a person performs, the mind directs
the body to carry out the action, and in
the heart is contained the person’s inten-
tion. Many people can recognize deeds
that externally appear to be good, how-
ever, only The Almighty knows what is in
a person’s heart and mind. Therefore, the
Torah declares that Moshe Rabbeinu was
faithful to Hashem. His mind was totally
dedicated to serving Hashem, and his
heart directed him to have the proper
kavannah — Ahavas Hashem — a burning
desire to please The Holy One. The ser-
vant in our story is a parable to serving
the master with all of your heart and
mind.

Kinderlach . . . B
We all do Hashem’s mitzvos. How do we
perform them? Do we half-heartedly go
through the motions, not even keeping all
of the halachos (laws)? If so, we may not
even get the mitzvah. A more conscien-
tious person may be careful to keep all of
the halachos. However, he just does the
mitzvah out of habit. He is not really in-
terested in it. A more enthusiastic person
may be more excited about the mitzvah.
Why? Because he is looking for a reward
or afraid of a punishment. He is ultimately
thinking about himself, not Hashem. A
person with pure intention will perform
the mitzvah because he LOVES Hashem,
and has no greater desire than to please
Him. This is a high madrayga (spiritual
level) kinderlach. However, it is worth-
while to keep in mind. It is a life’s work.
Dedicate your heart and mind to Hashem.
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