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Five Weapons

Class, I have a few questions for you on

this week’s parasha. Please look at the first
two verses. Who would like to read them?”
“l would, Rebbe.”

“Go ahead, Chaim.”

“It happened when Pharaoh released the
people, Hashem did not lead them
through the land of the Pelishtim, because
it was near (Mitzrayim). For Hashem said,
‘So that the people do not change their
minds when they see war and return to
Mitzrayim.” Hashem led the people
around through the desert to the Yam
Suf, and the Bnei Yisrael had gone up
armed from the land of Mitzrayim”
(Shemos 13:17,18).

“Very good Chaim. Take note, class, that
these two verses mention the Jewish
people four different times. The first three
times, they use the word, ‘ha’am’ — ‘the
people.” The fourth time, they are re-
ferred to as ‘Bnei Yisrael.” My
first question is — ‘mah
nishtanah?” what is the
difference between the first
three times, when they are
referred to as ‘ha’am,” and
the fourth time, when they
are called ‘Bnei Yisrael?’
“Second question: the verse
states, And Bnei Yisrael went
up ‘chamushim.” What does
the word ‘chamushim’ mean?”
“Armed with weapons.”
“Excellent, Avi. That is how our Sages
translate this word. The Keli Yakar, how-
ever, asks several questions on this trans-
lation. The Bnei Yisrael were slaves for
generations. They did not know how to
use weapons. Why would they carry
something that they did not know how
to use? Furthermore, the battles of Klal
Yisrael were not fought with conven-
tional arms. Rather, The Almighty was
(and is) our protector, and Torah and
tefillos are our weapons. Why take ar-
rows, spears, and clubs along if you have
no use for them?”

“Rebbe, perhaps they took along those
weapons in order to do the hishtadlus
(preparative action) for war that Hashem
requires. They were not allowed to rely on
miracles; therefore they had to appear to be
prepared to fight a conventional battle.”
“Excellent, Yankie. The Keli Yakar ad-
dresses your point. He answers that this
fact is well known. The Torah does not
need to relate it to us at this point. Fur-
thermore, ‘chamushim’ means five weap-
ons. The verse details them. “Shield and
buckler, bow, arrow, mace, and spear”
(Yechezkel 39:9). There is really no need
to mention the number of weapons here.
Additionally, there is no apparent reason

that each one should have exactly five
weapons. Based upon the strength of all
of these questions, the Keli Yakar con-
cludes that there must be a deeper mean-
ing to this verse.”

“What is it, Rebbe?”

“The nation had no weapons in their
hand other than the Chumash, which is
hinted to by the word ‘chamushim’. We
need only the five books of the Torah to
fight our battles.”

“That is fascinating, Rebbe. Is there a rela-
tionship between this and the answer to
the first question about ‘ha’am’ and ‘Bnei
Yisrael?’*

“Definitely, Yitzy. They were merely an
‘am’ when they left Mitzrayim. They were,
in many respects, like any other ‘am’.”
“Why, Rebbe?”

“They were lacking the main factor that
distinguished them from the other nations
— the Torah. The ‘am’ was not yet ready
to receive the Torah.”

“Why not, Rebbe?”

“They first needed to
strengthen themselves by
going through the tests of
the Yam Suf and the
Midbar.”

“In what way were they
tests, Rebbe?”

“The Yam Suf was a
gigantic test of their
emunah in Hashem. Only
someone who believed totally
in The Almighty would throw
himself into the freezing waters. The
Midbar, on the other hand, developed
their middah (character trait) of histapkus
(being satisfied with what Hashem gives
you). They went forth into a hostile envi-
ronment, unable to sustain life. They
learned to rely totally on the food and
protection that Hashem provided for
them, as the Mechilta states, ‘The Torah
was only given to those who ate the mun.’
The wverses refer to these two tests.
‘Hashem led the people around through
the desert to the Yam Suf (13:17). After
passing these two tests, they earned the
zechus (merit) of being referred to as ‘Bnei
Yisrael,” as the verse states, ‘and the Bnei
Yisrael had gone up armed from the land
of Mitzrayim’ (13:18).”

“What an inspiration for us, Rebbe!”

“Yes, Chaim. We must always remember
what our true weapon is. When we are in
danger, we do not rely on the conven-
tional weapons of the other ‘amim’.
Rather we strengthen our Torah learning.
That is our protection. That is our ‘mega-
ton bomb’. That wins our battles.

Kinderlach . . .

It does not matter how many policemen
we have. The number of soldiers is also
irrelevant. Guns, tanks, planes, bombs,

helicopters, and missiles will not win wars
for Klal Yisrael. What does our arsenal
consist of? Just five weapons — the five
books of the Torah. They protect us and
win all of our battles. How do we acquire
them? Step one is strengthening our
emunah in Hashem and our middah of
histapkus. Step two is learning Torah with
all of our koach. Arm yourselves kinder-
lach, and you will win every battle.

Amalek

Amalek. The perpetual nemesis of the

Jewish people. Where and how did the
conflict with Amalek begin? The Children
of Israel were encamped in Refidim.
There was no water to drink. They fought
with Moshe, demanding water. “Why did
you take us out of Egypt to die of thirst in
the desert?” (Shemos 17:3). Hashem in-
structed Moshe to take his staff, strike the
rock, and water will come out. He did so
and the rebellion stopped. “The place
was called ‘Masse Umeriva’ (literally test
and contention) because of the fighting of
the Children of Israel and their testing of
Hashem by saying, ‘Is Hashem among us
or not?” (Shemos 17:7). Then came
Amalek.

Rashi presents a parable to this episode.

A man once took his son on his shoulders
and went out on the road. The son saw
something nice by the side of the road.
“Abba, can you pick that nice thing up
and give it to me?” he asked. The father
picked it up and gave it to his son. The
son saw another goodie lying by the
road. “Abba can you also get that for
me?” Of course the father got it for him.
The same thing happened a third time.
They father and son then met a man on
the road. The son asked the man, “Have
you seen my father?” The father said to
his son, “You do not know where | am?”
He took the boy off his shoulders and a
dog came along and bit him. So too with
the Jewish people. Hashem is always
found among us. He is ready and waiting
to fulfill all of our needs. How can we
dare say, “Is Hashem among us or not?”

Kinderlach . . .

Let us have a contest at the Shabbos table.
Everyone try to think of an example of
Hashem helping him. How about the time
that your neighbor lost his scooter. You put
up signs for hashovas aveida (returning a
lost object). Someone found his scooter,
read the sign, and returned it to your
neighbor. Then you lost your wallet. That
very same neighbor whom you helped find
his scooter, found your wallet! Is there any
doubt that Hashem is among us?

Kinder Torah © Copyright 2015 + All rights reserved to the author Simcha Groffman < P.O.B. 5338, Jim, 91052, Israel < Tel: (02) 585-2216

Kinder Torah is distributed each week in many cities around the world. Subscribe for yourself or sponsor your shul. 120 per year.

All contributions are deductible from Maaser Kesafim. #848#




10?2 NTAany,

1'02

© N7vw NY9

TN DN DX NKY 500D NN D10 N"apa NS RNy
XY DN .IPON0N S NN DX OINND DN NRT NNy
27 JPNON% 1N DN .52 N'NN 'RIN N2 'RY NP D205
XD' ,XNDDNa KA 9D L' DND PvnY NN mn Sy
Mol 5 D'ONMNN D'PI0ON AN DOIXD XOX DTN NaNM
ANXS (1™ ,2™M) 'O O 2N T DYN DR DP19X 20T .NOX
' XIPNY NIDM DT NN L,N9XN NIArDIN Y DX 1NAvY
"(N™,2M) L.0MINN ¥R SR 110y DN Orws
M2y XD B pirn Nex"

AWXD 19K MMKN PRAN 2D 1NN Moo TRn by .omn 0"
DN ,0'0N PN DD DY Jnanon 119 YX ,N1D01 11NIX
T .NMNN TN PINNNS 1YY KSR 021N NINIX D'wnnen
NX NNN%IN XN 2152 "I0-Nann NYY9" NI 1% N1aNn XN

"nnnon

... 0P DTO?

20 122X 02707 190/2 04 122 & D0 122 NIA 7 X
DN X2 — D201 B%210/2 , 1889 ,277 '0I0A 07220 ,0°217 .22
XA 22702 7272 .0AN2A2 JINKIN NX DX DY2 DX
07 .770NA RIN DRN 7222 PRI 120 AYANA 212K PN
2510 200X 1077 TN INNAN2/A DX DAN231 12°2V 022
2K NPONDNN DTV DX N2 1NAAX NIX 202 XN IUX 0
20 NIX DONANY2 /27 .12MD 522 NN TA22 XN "IN AU
.22 222 N8I 072! 0TS 19X P3N

Pony

mn Sx, DY Sy Tnnn D'o0nn Ypn .pohny
12N S8 2 ?POnyY DY NINn °NNN TR
DN .NNYS 0o 0N% "oXD ToN]
NS DM N NN Sy nyann
NX1 12 DX MIX NS DM¥AN 1NN
NN NN LM M) "?Rnsa Ipn
X'WIND1 yHDa Nidno nun DX NNpY
TN N 02T Wy nwn .Do1nn
5V ,N2MnN1 NN DIipnn DY Xp1" .poon
2 XD "N DK DDA SV Sxpr 11 N
X2 L ™M ny) PR DX 1Mp2a N
pony

DTX? Swn . a2 Swn X\an Men
120 NMNNTO X¥T19ND SV 12 DX DY
YONN NX NP XX, MIND TNIX N9 ¥ON DX
ANX ROPM NN DY91 DA 2 2D M nm
25 XAX NX N'81,12N0 19 X TR DTR 129 D
292 X1 ,1"OVUn 10PN 27IX 10N VT K XN 1D X
1DIN XN 21012 X¥NY TN N .OKs DY DY D2 D 10op
DX 12272 N " D 1w TR 10N 9D DR ROND i
"X

———

S s Ly Iy 2l s Ly )

WY Y NPA 2V 190 TNX 21 N2 (N2 220 NPV IXI2
2V VTIN5 UI27020 DX TAX (I DI DX .12

,AVTIAN DX X2 0292027 DX X8 1772 .ATAX DAL

12 1o/ ITNIX . 2K 23X NIX NNTAX 72 INX-JI2 1IN 17000
W 290 ¥ 190K 229X X X8, 0227020 NIX XISA2 DY
2112722 X812

1OW pwin Yo nwnn

190N0N VAN N9 Sy 002w MYXY Nnd D pr o 1o
"?DNIX 119 X1NPO N¥N N .DMIERIN D090 A Npla
".N27 ,10m X"

".o"n,N¥paa"

D59 YIX T DP19X DNY X211 DYN DR NV19 NHwa ™"
DNIXIQ DYN DN 19 D'PI9X X D (D8N YIX) XN anNp D
,10 0 12TAN 0T DYN DX O'P19X 201 .NNMIY¥N 121 Nnnon
"(N™M-1™ 2™ M) 'DMINN YR ORI 121DV D'ANNI

A 0NN DKM DY nwpla A% Ny .ovn Tk o
XN NN DMySN 215w .0Mmy9 NyaIx NYX 0D'P1oD
NoxWN OXW 12 NDN XIN W'aNn Dy92 .'Dyn' N1on
MDD 1YY 2 5TaNN NN 2NN NN XN O NIRN
NAY ,MyNN DY9N 22 'DVN' MK 00N DAY NINERN
?">XIN 112 NN XN

M 1YY DWINN' P09 NXY XN O MmN NHORPN
"?'DwInN' NDMN AT Nn LOxXws

".p¥11901 owinn"

Noyn P 90N Sy X arnbm "N ran )3 nMax Mmen”
NND 12D D'TaY N DRI 12O N1AND WP NN nnd
DMK IR VIR PRI IINRD T T XD DN .T NNl
oY ¥ MnNN%n2 , My 212 NN ') DV DN PRY 1NN
MY N"pn XOX ,MIYN N pRa Yo wnnvn XD Sxwn
VIR 115 pran "0 M DN 099NN NNINM 1oy (men)
"?70N2 ¥ 'R IO MQNNT NN 0N NNpY

NX MY 1 NOXN PN "3 DX DX NP2 DN "DI1x N
MNOX .NNN%N% DN NPT NIDThwNN
mino DNy NN 0% 010 DY nnon?
". 521 0D T2 NNNYn DN%NY DDIN
NP oN"Nn P Do Py misn”
NVIT 1M DTV Ny XN .Hvny
119 1902 NOM¥ NN PR D91 ,a0n
nYMN Nnynen 'o'einn' v .NniX
1201 :DMIX LIDAN PIDD 112 WM P10
NN T Spna1 O8N NP NN
XD D% 8 PR (00" OxpI)
DI X NN V1 PN DD 190N NX
20 NN M YR DX Y05 N2
20N Pon NN MINMNN 92 52 .pea
NN NPINY Mynwn Nt pio9 pw
"Anr

Rraniall

MNIN) pNinn Ta%n DT pra oD DI 1 XD DYDY
NX DNPN2 "D DDOMY¥ 1IxkY nn 50 .(D'winn' nona
".NTNN NN NRN XiNOrmnnon

NN 22 'OV 1INKY NN wp 0 DN ,nan"
"o 12 NNYH 'DYN'D VA1 NIIRIN NORYHD

SOV P 1 DN DMNAN IRY DNRD DN )0 uoNn"
"ANX OV 92 10D "N NNMoN NNl

"?n2) ,un”

— D'MYN XN DNIX 2" T2 Mpvinl DN DX DMon ' on”
".NMNN DX 52P% TV 121N NN XD 'Dyn' .anin

"?2N%2pP5% 00N M XOw vt

D' S MIDIN MYYAXA DNYY NX P DDy NN NNl
".22TAM MO

"?7101N XD NN

m YN DNSY NNINKN NNRYIYY D18y ol A 1o 0

91052 D-' ,5338 . 7.1 02-585-2216 :20 : )29172 NNAK , 12022 A DD 22 &1 1"Ven © 7JJ'7 nTani

IS 120 )5 NDID 11725 IX JANYS 9725 NTANN"D 132 Y .YIXD YOI3 7322 NTA
Innsp? 1910 .000 WA ¥1I1902 WOX 220 NTAM"2 DININ 90D .7-65631-5 1" IXITA 2122 TR9N2 11 AN




	04Beshallach 2015.pdf
	04Beshallach heb 2015

