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Define Yourself

nd it will be when Pharaoh summons

you and says, ‘What is your occupation?””
(Bereshis 46:33). Rav Shimshon Refael
Hirsch points out that in a country such as
Egypt a person is defined by his work. A
person is not born as a person, rather as a
worker, farmer, soldier, etc. In such a place,
we understand that the first question that
Pharaoh would ask the person is about his
occupation. That is the most important
thing in the world about that person.

What is most important to us? “He sent

Yehuda ahead to Yosef to prepare ahead
in Goshen” (Bereshis 46:28). What did
Yehuda prepare? Rashi explains that Ye-
huda went ahead to set up a Beis
HaMedrash. The Shlah HaKodesh learns
an important principle from this. The
foremost consideration in a
person’s mind must always
be his spiritual needs. When
he builds a new home, he
should first plan to build a
room where he can learn
and pray. Then he «can
finish planning the rest of
the house.

What is our attitude about

a person’s work? The
Chofetz Chaim relates a
parable based on the verse,
“Yosef sustained his father
and his brothers and all of
his father’s household with
food ...” (Bereshis 47:12). A
king once went to visit his
soldiers and appease them.
He sent word ahead that
anyone who had a request
should come forward and
ask the king. One soldier
approached the king and
requested with a complete
heart that the king should
supply him with his meals
every day. The soldier’s
friends laughed at him. You
are asking for something
that you already have. The
king has already promised
to feed all of the soldiers in
the army. So too it is with us, continues
the Chofetz Chaim. Hashem has already
told us that he will feed us, as we say in
the daily prayers, “He sustains the living
with loving kindness,” and in the Bircas
HaMazone, “for He is the merciful G-d
Who feeds and supports everyone.”
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Who are we? We have many things to do
in our lives. We begin as children, and stu-
dents. As we become older we marry and
become parents, neighbors, workers,
teachers, etc. These are all roles that we
fulfill. What is important to us? What is the
focus of our lives? Not the occupation, as
with Pharaoh. Rather the spiritual work, as
with Yehuda. That is the most important
part of our day. That is what really interests
us. That is what “makes us tick”.

Gratfitude

The air was charged with anticipation.

The emotional reunion between Yaakov
and his long-lost son Yosef was about to
take place (Bereshis 46:29). One can
imagine the feelings of Yaakov Avinu for
his favorite son. He loved him so much
that he refused to be
consoled for the entire time
that Yosef was gone.
Yaakov Avinu was a novi
(prophet). One can only
experience nevuah
(prophecy) from Hashem
when he is happy. Yaakov
Avinu did not receive one
nevuah (prophecy) during
the entire time of Yosef’s
absence due to his extreme
sadness. We can only begin
to picture how happy he
must have been to see
Yosef.

What actually happened?

Yosef fell onto Yaakov's
neck and wept. Rashi
explains  that  Yaakov,
however, did not weep.
Instead, he recited Kriyas
Shema, the prayer by
which  we accept Ol
Malchus  Shomayim (the
Yoke of Heaven) upon
ourselves. At the height of
his ecstasy, his first thought
was about Hashem.

The Maharal in his sefer

* Gur Aryeh relates that
when Yaakov saw his son Yosef, love and
fear of Hashem came into his heart. How
wonderful and complete are Hashem's
middos; see how He rewards His faithful
ones! This is the trait of the pious ones,
when something good happens to them,
they cleave to Hashem for the kindness
and the truth He has done for them.

Kinderlach . . .

What was Yaakov Avinu's first thought
when something good happened to him?
To thank and praise Hashem. This hacoras
hatov (gratitude) is a wonderful middah
(character trait) that we can learn from.
What do we do when good things happen
to us? Do we say, “Boruch Hashem?”
“Hodu Lashem Ki Tov”? We should. We
know that all good things come from
Hashem. So, why not thank Him directly?
The next time we get a good grade on a
test, let's say, “Boruch Hashem!™ When
our Sabba and Safta come to visit us from
far away, let's say “Hodu Lashem Ki Tov!”
We're so happy that Hashem has been
good to us!

Gently

I'm home. Did you hear the

u
mma,

news?”

“What news, Devora?”

“About the bus.”

“Uh oh. Is it good or bad news?”

“Why do you ask, Imma?”

“I'll tell you Devora. Good news is wonder-

ful. We always want to hear good news.

However, bad news is a different story.”

“Do you mean that | shouldn’t tell you

bad news, Imma?”

“l depends, Devoraleh. If it is news about

a sick person whom | can pray for, then

you should definitely tell me. However,

you should be very careful about how

you relate such news.”

“What do you mean, Imma?”

“Break the news gently, with a lot of

sympathy and empathy.”

[CHCHER VR

They (the brothers) broke the news (to

Yaakov) saying, “Yosef is still alive, and he
rules over all the land of Mitzraim.” But his
(Yaakov’s) heart became numb, for he
could not believe them™ (Bereshis 45:26).
Rav Daniel Travis, in his book, “Priceless
Integrity” relates the commentary of the
Sforno on this verse. The news was such a
shock to Yaakov that he passed out and
suffered minor heart dysfunction. We see
how important it is to consider how the
listener will receive the news.

Kinderlach . . .

Think twice and three times before telling
someone bad news. Is there a good rea-
son for them to hear this? Be very careful.
Bad news can very often contain loshon
hora. Even if you must tell the news, say it
as gently as possible. Be sympathetic with
the listener. Imagine how you would feel
hearing such news. Kinderlach, may we all
hear only good news!
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