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l N S l G H T S panion. There, on the front page, was a picture of
a very religious-looking Jew, complete with a long
flowing black beard. Underneath the picture the
; . w s seeing continued? It is as though some mysticaaption read: ARRESTED FOR TAX EVASION!
I.(mdle a continual lamp. . ,24'2 force is transmitted in the spiritual genes of everySo much for a long black beard!” sneered the sec-
_ Gointo any Synagogue when its dark and yoy,, ., © » jight which burns away on the Menorah ofilar Jew. “The trouble was...” replied the other,
will see a small lamp shining above the holy ark. fo" joyish heart across the millennia. A lightthe trouble was that under the beard, he was
IS Ca”.ed theNer Tam|d- the eterrjal flgme. That which can never be extinguished, which burngnshaven...”
lamp is a memorial of th_bler Ma aravi (yvgstern miraculously, even without replenishment of the oil When a Jew puts on a Kippah, he becomes an
Iarr_lp) of the Menorah Wh'Ch,thmhamm“t In _the or wicks of mitzvah observance. ambassador for Hashem. His actions are scruti-
Beis Hamikdash TheNer Ma'araviburned mirac- g iy 2 mysical sense the light that Titus triegtized by all who see him: If he is crooked in busi-
ulously. It never went out. Every evening, W.he% put out, continues to burn in the Menorah of theess, no-one will call him a crook, they will call
the Kohenca’me o kindle the flames he would find o, ;s heart. But even in the physical world, thBim a crooked Jew! But if he's straight, it is
the Ner Ma’aravi still alight from _the previous light of the Menorah burns on ... Hashem Who will take the credit.
evening. He woulq remove the still-burning wick It would come as a great disappointment to The Midrash tells of an Arab who sold a don-
and oil, .Clean.OUt its recep_tacle and then put b.acll?tus, but that Menorah which is collecting duskey to Rabbi Shimon ben Shatach. Shortly after the
the burning wick and the oil. Then he would kin, 0\ here in the Vaticais not the original purchase, Rabbi Shimon discovered a valuable
die all the other lamps with the western lamp. Menorah. It is a copy. The original Menorah wasstone under the donkey’s saddle. “l paid for a don-
. But When the_ Romans came and_destroyed tlPw‘?rdden away (together with the other vessels) in tHey, not a gem” he said, and promptly returned the
Beis Hamikdashit seemed that the little solitary caves and tunnels under the Temple Mount, so jawel to the Arab. When Rabbi Shimon handed the
flame had been put out forever: In Rome, therg,, 4 ot e taken as booty. stone back to the Arab, the Arab exclaimed
standsa_trlumpha_l arch k?unt by the Emperor T_|tu5. Now, if, while the Temple was standing, the‘Blessed is Hashem, the G-d of Shimon ben
One of itsbas-reliefsdepicts the Menorah being \yegrern Lamp of the Menorah burned miraculousShatach.”
carried through the streets of Rome as part of e, iy ot human assistancen why shouldn't it go « Heard from Rabbi Nota Schiller
booty pillaged from theBeis Hamikdash All its on burning even after it was buried?
Iamps are dark. It |.0°ks like some expensivg In fact, that Western Lamp coﬁtinues to burn
:Q:Lqeuslétsi‘ggrr: \tltznljﬁhgwsh under the dust of ages ifyacylously under the Temple Mount throughout-and you shall count to yourselves from the day
But did Titus really extinguish that eternalth? long dark nlgh_t of gxne. IF continues to burn_to after the Shabbos [i.e., the day after Pesach]
flame? this day. And it will continue to burn until from the day of your bringing the Omer offering
In his commentary oEhumash the Malbim ~ “\2shiachcomes. Then, the light of the Menorah ofhich is waved, seven Shabbosos - complete and
explains that theeis Hamikdashis a macrocosm the Jewish heart will be united with the light of the perfect they must be”. (23:15)
e Menorah in the HolyBeis Hamikdash. “When are they perfect? When they do the will

o ﬂ:? yt(])lfjnl]::kbac;day :plan of theleichal (Sanctuary) * Based on the Sfas Emesof The Omnipresent."idrash)
Nothing in this world lasts forever. Everything

in the Beis Hamikdashyou will notice that the N
has its time and then passes. Even the heavens anc

placement of the various vessels - the altar, the the earth will pass into nothingness. Nevertheless
i?te"iit;'?irgaeﬁé’ irr?rt]hecr?tzrrﬁZﬁoglg;y.tolrttht#:eﬁsgrndgT “You shall not desecrate My holy Name;  everything that comes into the world has a certain
each of the Temple’s vessels represents a humarfather | should be sanctified among the  period of existence, however short or long.
organ. The Menorah is the vessel that corre- Children of Israel. | am Hashem Who However, there is one thm_g in the world for whlc_h
sponds to the heart. sanctifies you.” (22:32) the concept of ‘span of existence’ has no meaning
The Menorah is the Jewish Heart. Why is it Two Jews were traveling by train to work. Onevhatsoever. It is no sooner present, than it has
that so many young people today are choosing was religious, the other, to say the least, less S@_I.’ead_y changed, passed and is no Ipnger. That
return to the beliefs and practices that their parenitsook at this!” exclaimed the less religious of thething is Time itself. Every second as it emerges
had forgotten, and their grandparents despaired &0, tossing the newspaper to his religious cominto Creation, in the blink of an eye, it is gone.

“Command the children of Israel ... to

continued on back page

heKohanimare commanded to avoid contact with corpses in ordeal defects. The nation is commanded to “sanctify Hashkidtigsh Hashen

to maintain a high standard of ritual purity. They are permitted tiy insuring that one’s behavior is always exemplary, and by being prepargd to

attend the funeral of only their surrender one’s life rather than murder, engagq|in

seven closest relatives: Fatl licentious relations, or worship idols. The specifl

mother, wife, son, daughter, brof o v E R v l E W characteristics of the holidays are described, ghd
er, and unmarried sister. THK®hen Gadolmay the nation is reminded not to do certMelacha
not attend the funeral even of his closest n — creative work — during them. New grai
tives. Certain marital restrictions are placed onKbblanim The nation is (“Chadash) may not be used until after the second day of Pesach, wher]the
required to honor th&ohanim The physical defects that invalidat&kahen Omerof barley is offered when there is a Temple. The Parsha explains the|laws
from serving in the Temple are listedierumah a produce tithe given to the of preparing the oil for the Menorah and bakingltekehem HaPanirthe show-
Kohanim may be eaten only gohanimand their household. An animal maybread) in the Temple. A man blasphemes Hashem and is executed as pregcribed
be sacrificed in the Temple after it is eight days old and is free from any physithe Torah.
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“My SouL THIRsTS...”

“If those who have withdrawn (from the
ways of Torah) wish to return from their

ways, let them do so before they lie in the
grave - the house designated for all living.”

his stanza in Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra’s

classic is based on a passage in lyov (30:23)
in which man’s mortality finds epic expression:
“For | am aware that You will bring me to death,
and to Fh(.a house designated for all Iivi.ng.” Th.e Dear Nachum,
great Biblical commentator and poet cries out in
song that “my soul thirsts for G-the living G-d;
my heart and flesh sing to the living G-d,” the
refrain which is sung at the end of each stanza.
What greater expression of longing could ther
be than that of man’s desire - and opportunity -
to unite with his Creator while his heart and Pet can cheer up a lonely per-
flesh can still sing His praises, before they reachSONn. Dogs can guard against intruders. You
the inevitable destination of all mortals. One is can even learn good character traits from ani-
capable of even singing about death when hemals — e.g., modesty from a cat and indus
reflects at the Shabbos table on the precioustriousness from an ant.

opportunities of life and return.
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o Pets, children can learn to

won't bite!” A truly Jewish home is open
and friendly, a place of warmth for guests and
visitors.

You must make sure your animal doesn’t
cause damage. For this reason, the Sages
We were planning to buy our children looked unfavorably on raising certain ani-
pet hamsters. Is there anything wrong mals, such as dogs, unless you live in a dan-
with having/playing with an unkosher  gerous area where you need one for protec-
animal? Is there anything wrong with  tion. Sadly, most places nowadays probably
buying/wearing pigskin gloves or hav- fit this description.
ing a pigskin attaché case? (Should one If your pet gets loose on Shabbat, trap-
prefer cowhide instead?)  The ping it is forbidden in certain cases. Even
Chassidic Streimal is rumored that it handling an animal can be forbidden, due to
is made from beaver tails. Wouldnt  the prohibition ofnuktza Another consider-

touching one hor_ Weliariggf_loge? make  ation: It's a Torah prohibition to have your
someonetameh [ritually defiled]? It pet sterilized.

seems strange to me that a considerable As far as having/playing with a

number of Jews wear theséarheh non-kosher animal. there is
skins while theylaven[pray]. | would in fact a Kabbali ,t' id
be most grateful if you can clarifv the in fact a Kabbalistic 1dea

this issue. that one shouldn’t stare at
® an unkosher animal.

What about
‘unkosher’ hats and
gloves? It's permitted to
touch an animal carcass, even
though it impartstumah — ritual
defilement. Furthermore, once the
hide is processed it no longer imparts
tumah
By the way, Hassidim aren’'t the only
nes who wear fur hats: The Lithuanian-
style ‘Borsalino’ is made from a hare/wild-

Nachum from Jerusalem wrote:

First let’s talk about pe
in general. By caring fc

responsible and caring.

But causing pain to animals is a Tora@Pbit fur blend. _ .
prohibition. If your pets are hungry, you Which reminds me: A balding gentleman

must feed them before you yourself eadoes tqadermat.ologisf[, who tells him to buy
Causing them pain or delaying their food — fabbit and putit on his head. '
even once — is a serious transgression. For A rabEnt? asked the man. “How will
this reason, Rabbi Eliezar Pupo (b.178 a’f‘hdp? ' ' . )
Sarajevo) advises against raising birds, and el from a distance it looks like hare,
the same can be said of hamsters and otﬁgF doctor said.

ources:
pets. So you must be extremely careful t§ . .

. . . * Pele Yoetz, Ba'alei Chaim
treat your pet with kindness, especially pet-SBeit Yosef, Yoreh Deah 107

like hamsters which are cooped up in a caQ€gy, ichan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 409:1,3
all the time. ' '

. * Shulchan Aruch, Even Haezer 5:11,14
A dog can keep away intruders. But does Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 316:12, MB
the dog always know who is an intruder? | g, 57
know a family whose German Shepherd shmirat Haguf V'hanefesh 237:2
growls menacingly at new visitors, while the. Rambam Hilchot Avot Hatumah 1:9
owners smile and say “Sweet dog ... He

Yiddle Riddle

Last issue we asked:
Which two tractates in the Talmud begin with the same Mishnah?
Answer: TractateNidah and Tractatd&eduyot. TractateEduyot does not have as its focus
any one subject. Rather, it contains a variety of topics, and repeats some concepts mentic
in other tractates. Thanks to Avi Steinhart, Jerusalem
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Zevachim 114 -120

Rashi points out, refers to the welcoming oflivided between the Tribes of Yehuda and

Yossi
One view was that they were aiso
able to offerShlamimsacrifices in which
only some fatty parts of the animal were
burned on the altar while the flesh was con
sumed by the owner of the sacrificial animal.
The other view contends that the non-Jew wa
limited to theOlah sacrifice which is burned
in its entirety.

The latter view bases his position on a
passage irShir Hashirim (4:16):

Korbanos- the offer of sacrifices - was
not a Jewish monopoly, for non-Jew®Bnei
Noach” - offered sacri-
fices as well

But what sort of sacr
fices did they offer?
This point was dis
puted between Rab D f “Shalom” - peace - because its offeringvall of the altar.
Elazar and Rabt a ﬁeﬁects peace between the altar, the The saintly Binyamin saw in a divine rev-

the Mashiachas redeemer.
What is the significance of this distinctionthe entrance from the Temple Mount and the
betweenOlah and Shlamin?
The Olah represents a total offering of anYehuda.
earthly possession to Heaven, a univeSanctuary itself, belonged to Binyamin. In

sal concept which even those withoutegard to the altar itself it stood on Binyamin’s
Torah are capable of appreciatingterritory but a narrow corridor extended from

Binyamin. The eastern part, which contained

courtyards leading up to the altar belonged to
The western part, containing the

hIamlmhowever comes from the wordYehuda’s territory to encompass the eastern

bar Chanina.

Insights, explanations and comments for the
seven pages of Talmud studied in the course
of the worldwide Daf Yomi cycle.

“Let the cept that even through his eating of sacrificial

Kohanim and the owner who all elation that he would not have the entire altar
share in its parts. This sublime conin his share and felt deep anguish that he

could not absorb that corridor so that he
should have the privilege of the entire
sacrificial service being performed in
his area. As a reward for such a sacred
longing he was given the honor of host-
ing the Divine Presence which rested in
the western part of thBeis Hamikdash
which was indeed in his area.

This teaches us, points out Rabbi Yaakov

north be aroused and the south enter,” whidlesh a man participates in the service of hisar Shlomo Ibn Chovav, the author Bin

he interprets in this fashion: “Let those whos€reator is limited to the nation whose multi-Yaakoy that when someone has an ambition
service is in the north (the non-Jews who caliide of Torah commandments trains it to conto personally completeraitzvahwith his own
offer only anOlahwhose slaughter took placeprehend such a challenge and opportunity. efforts and resources, his ambition is not to be
only in the north part of the Sanctuary) be
removed from their prominence in favor of
those whose service is in the south (the Jewish
nation who may also offeBhlamimwhich

may be slaughtered even in the southern
part.)” This transfer of importance from the
nations of the world to the Jewish nation,

The site upon which thBeis Hamikdash
stood, says Rabbi Chama bar Chanina, was

condemned as an expression of self-centered

* Zevachim 1162 ¢raving for honor but is rather a demonstra-
tion of a will to serve Hashem which is
deserving of praise and reward.

* Zevachim 118b

1. WhichKohanimare bound by the laws dumal? 10. What is the difference betweeiNader(vow) and aNedavah
2. In general, &ohenis forbidden to come into contact with (free-will offering)?
the Tumahof a Mes(corpse) unless the dead person is a clod4d. May a person slaughter an animal and its father on the same
relative. What is the exception day?
to this rule? 12.  How does the Torah define
3. Is a person permitted to cut his “profaning” the Name of Hashem?
beard with scissors? 13. How big is arOmer?
4. How does one honorkoher? 14. On what day do we begin to
5. How does the Torah restrict the s count the*Omer” ?
Kohen Gadolvith regard to 15. Why do we begin “counting the
mourning? Omer” at night?
6. The Torah states in verse 22:3 16. How does th®merdiffer from
that one who “approaches holy objects” while in a state of otherMinchahofferings?
Tumahis penalized witlKares(excision). What does the 17. The blowing of th&hofar onRosh Hashanah is called a
Torah mean by “approaches™? “Zichron Teruah” (‘sound of remembrance’). For what is it a
7. What is the smallest piece of a corpse that is able to transmit ‘reminder’?
Tumal? 18. What is unusual about the wood of Hszogtree?
8. Who in the household ofkohenmay eafTerumat? 19. Who was the father of the blasphemer?
9. If the daughter of Kohenmarries &Zar” she may no 20. What is the penalty for intentionally wounding one’s parent?

longer eafferumah. What is aZar?

| Didn’t Know That!

“You shall afflict your souls on the ninth day These are My appointed festivals. Six days work may be done
of the month in the evening(23:32) The seventh day is &8habbos Shabbasorftday of solemn rest).”
If one eats and drinks on the ninth of Tishrei, the Torah views it @3:2-3)
if he has fasted both on the ninth and the tenth of Tishrei. Why does the Torah interject a statement aBtatbboswhen it is
Berachos 8b discussing th&estivals?

Bonus Question ?

Answers on back page




Answers to this Week’s Questions!

All references are to the verses and Rashi’s
commentary, unless otherwise stated.

1. 21:1 - All maleKohanim,even those 8.
who are disqualified from service in
the Beis Hamikdaslbecause of physi-
cal defects. 9.

2. 21:1 - AMes Mitzvaha person who
has no one else to bury him).

3. 21:5 -Yes, the Torah only forbids cu
ting one’s beard with a razor.

4. 21:8 - He is first in all matters of hol
ness. For example Kohenreads
from the Torah first, and is usually tr
one to lead in saying blessings before
and after meals.

5. 21:10-12 - He may not allow his hair
to grow long, nor attend to his close

22:11 - He, his wife, his sons, his
unmarried daughters, and his non-
Jewish slaves.

22:12 - A norKohen.

Parsha

10. 22:18 - ANederis an obligation upon
a person; &edavahs an obligation
placed upon an object.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

relatives if they die, nor accompany a 11. 22:28 - Yes. The prohibition is agains&9

slaughtering an animal and itsother
on the same day.
12. 22:32 - Willfully transgressing His

funeral procession.
22:3 - Eats.
22:5 - AK’zayis(olive’s size).

Recommended Reading List

No

20

commandments.
. 23:10 - One tenth of d&ipha
23:15 - On the 16th dissan
23:15 - The Torah requires counting
seven complete weeks. If we begin
counting in the daytime, the seven
weeks would not beomplete
23:16 - It was made from barley.
23:24 - The Akeidas(binding of)
Yitzchak:
23:40 - It has the same taste as the
fruit.
. 24:10 - The Egyptian killed by Moshe
(Shemog:12).
. 24:21 - Death by strangulation.

Bonus Answer!

The six days to which the Torah is referring are the Festival days of

Succos Shemini Atzereghe first and last days ¢fesach Shavuosand
Rosh HashanahOn these day¥lelachaconnected with food preparation
may be performed. Theséventli day corresponds to theShabbos
Shabbason’of Yom Kippur on which everMelachaconnected with food

RAMBAN SEFER HACHINUCH
21:6 Holiness 291 Perfection of Creation
22:32 Sanctifying G-d 294 Divine Providence
23:17 Leavened Bread 296 Purpose of Creation
23:27 Judgment and 306 Counting th®©mer
Repentance 313 Yom Kippur
23:40 TheEsrog ggg x:;ﬂ'?gah preparation may not be performed.

*« Shem MiShimon, attributed to the Vilna Gaon

‘Kohen'’ includes both the idea ofthe direction of Jewish life. However, the the Haftorah depicts those priests who,

basisanddirection. Even when the priests did not always live up to their call+evering their ancestoZadok showed a
masses are infatuated by heathen conceptyy - and their name - and Hashem prdrilliant contrast and kept the true spirit of
and immorality is rife amongst the power<laimed that they were to be barred fronthe tribe ofLevi
ful, the Kohenmust guard the sanctuary ofthe priestly functions of bringing the offer- « Adapted from Rabbi Mendel Hirsch
INSIGHTS...continued from page one
Time passed is no longer, and every secomt to learn Torah, then because these thingsir years have in them 70 yearsTelillim)
becomes immediately and at once, the past.are eternal in themselves, they in turn eternafhe mitzvahof Counting The Omer demands

_ Man, hoyveve_r, th_rough his actions inize Man’s time_. This is what the Midrashyy, “complete and perfect they must be.”

Time can Give Time itself a substance thaneans when it says “When are they (thﬁ/ .

. . . . . . hen those hours do the will of Hashem, then
makes it eternal. An action gives the time inveeks) perfect? When they do the will of the .
which that action is being done the substan&@mnipresent.” The Counting of the Omer isT'me_ itself stays eternally concrete and sub-
and the character of the action itself. So # paradigm for the years of the life of Man Stantial.
time is used to do mitzvah to do a kindness, the “Seven Shabbosos” allude to “The days of
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The literal meaning of the wordthe Torah, re-affirming both thieasisand ings. However in contrast to these people,
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